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NEW DELHI: 
PM Modi on Monday
doubled down on his
"communalism" charge
against Congress and
its partners by citing a
video of Rahul Gandhi
purportedly supporting
reservations for
Muslims. "Today, I
came across a 11-12-
year-old video of she-
hzade of Congress
declaring support for
reservations for
Muslims. We had the
then PM repeatedly
saying that Muslims
had the first claim on
the country's resources
and, on the other, we
had the shehzada, who
remote-controlled the
govt, aggressively
asserting that Congress
would give reservations
to Muslims.
This has exposed the
real character of
Congress," Modi said in
Bengal. 
Have come with evi-
dence that Cong is
opposed to faith-neu-
tral Constitution: PM
Modi
This (old video of Rahul
allegedly backing
Muslim quota) has
exposed the real char-
acter of Congress that

the party and the
ecosystem has kept
hidden, Modi said
while addressing an
election meeting in
Jhargram in West
Bengal. In the video,
Rahul appears to attack
Mulayam Singh Yadav,
founder of his ally
Samajwadi Party, for
keeping mum over
Muslim quota despite
having thrice served as
UP CM. "Media asked
him 2-3 times about
quota only to meet
with complete silence.
Congress, on the other
hand, openly speaks
about reservations.
Manmohan Singh says,
yes we will give reser-
vations to Muslims, we
will include them. And
then Mulayam Singh
gets up and says that

they would have done
more (if they had been
in office). But you were
in power thrice, why
did not you do it?"
Rahul is seen saying in
the video apparently at
a public meeting.
For Modi, who has
been accused of "com-
munalism" for saying
that Congress plans to
extend quotas to
Muslims in violation of
the ban on religion-
based quotas in the
Constitution, the video
proved to be an effec-
tive weapon for his
counter-offensive; his
attempt to turn the
"communal" charge on
its head. "Media kept
questioning me on this,
saying that their mani-
festo does not mention
Muslim quotas.

Old Rahul video 'proves' Congress

supports quota for Muslims, says PM

In a statement, EC too
noted the trend:
"Parliamentary con-
stituencies in various
urban cities like
Mumbai, Thane, Nashik
and Lucknow continued
the trend of urban apa-
thy as noticed in last
general election in
2019."With this phase,
which saw voting in 49
seats across six states
and two Union territo-
ries, polling has been
completed in 428 seats.
According to EC's voter
turnout app at 11.45pm,
Amethi and Rae Bareli,
from where Union min-
ister Smriti Irani and
Congress's Rahul Gandhi
are contesting, saw
higher polling. The other
three seats in Uttar
Pradesh - Barabanki,
Fatehpur and Kaiserganj
- also saw higher voting
this time compared to
2019.  Similarly, Hajipur
from where LJP's Chirag
Paswan is trying his elec-
toral luck recorded high-
er voting than in 2019.
Jehanabad in Bihar also
recorded a higher
turnout this year.
Hazaribagh in Jharkhand
saw a minor dip in vot-
ing at 64.5% compared
to 64.9% in the last elec-

tion. All constituencies
in Odisha and West
Bengal saw a decline in
polling on Monday.
Among all parliamen-
tary constituencies
where voting was held,
Kalyan saw the lowest
turnout at 47.1%, fol-
lowed by Mumbai South
(47.8%).

Arambagh in West
Bengal reported the
highest polling at 79.5%,
although it was almost 4
percentage points lower
than five years ago.
The poll body said,
"Polling across all con-
stituencies was held
smoothly and peaceful-
ly. 

All Bengal, Odisha seats see lower

turnout in Phase-5

MUMBAI: Shedding the per-
ceived apathy of previous elec-
tions, minority pockets in
Mumbai and suburbs saw a
queue of voters outside polling
booths in Bhendi Bazaar, Kurla,
Bandra, Malvani, Chandivali,
Mira Road and Mumbra, report-
ed. Community leaders and
activists who had appealed for
exercising of franchise said they
were heartened to see keen par-
ticipation. Mosque committees
had joined hands with citizen
groups to create awareness
about voting and this, said
activists, worked. "I was thrilled
to see such excitement among
the minorities. They braved the
sun and stood in queues to exer-
cise their democratic right. I've
never seen such a positive
response to voting from the
minorities," said former minister
and working president of state
Congress Arif Naseem Khan. In
Mumbai South, Congress MLA
Amin Patel sounded confident
that Shiv Sena (UBT) candidate
Arvind Sawant would win with
an "impressive margin" as hard-
core Shiv Sainiks had joined
"hands with the Muslims."

ICMR slams BHU's
Covaxin study, says
it wasn't part of it

NEW DELHI: Indian Council of
Medical Research on Monday
criticised a recently-published
study on the long-term safety
analysis of Covaxin in adults and
adolescents for its poor method-
ology and design, and also clari-
fied the article "misleadingly and
erroneously acknowledges"
ICMR.ICMR director general
Rajiv Bahl said the study did not
include unvaccinated.

Minority areas in

Mumbai see brisk

polling
BHUBANESHWAR:
BJP's Puri candidate
and national
spokesperson Sambit
Patra was forced to
apologise on Monday
after a backlash over
him declaring the
deity Jagannath "a
bhakt (devotee) of
Modi".
Patra's statement,
which he later said
was "a slip of the
tongue", had been
aired by a local news
channel to whom he
was describing the
enthusiasm surround-

ing PM Narendra
Modi's campaign trip
to Puri. "Lakhs of peo-
ple have come to see
Modi. Lord Jagannath
is a bhakt of Modi, and
we all are members of
Modi's family. I am
unable to control my
emotions at such an

unprecedented sight,"
he said. The opposi-
tion latched on to the
remark, with Congress
among the first to
demand that Patra
"apologise with folded
hands" and Trinamool
terming it "blasphemy
of the highest order".

Odisha CM Naveen
Patnaik joined in the
o u t r a g e .
"Mahaprabhu Shree
Jagannatha is the Lord
of the universe. Calling
Mahaprabhu a bhakt
of another human
being is an insult...
This has hurt the senti-
ments and demeaned
the faith of crores of
Jagannatha bhaktas
and Odias across the
world...I appeal to BJP
to keep the Lord above
any political dis-
course," he wrote on
X.

Jagannath a 'Modi bhakt', says BJP's

Puri pick, sparks outrage
NEW DELHI: Amid
heightened tensions
between an aggressive
China and the
Philippines, three
Indian warships have
now reached Manila as
part of the ongoing
long-range deployment
to the South China Sea
to strengthen maritime
partnerships with
friendly countries.
G u i d e d - m i s s i l e
destroyer INS Delhi,
fleet tanker INS Shakti
and anti-submarine
warfare corvette INS
Kiltan, under the com-

mand of Eastern Fleet
chief Rear Admiral
Rajesh Dhankhar,
docked at Manila on
Sunday after similar
goodwill visits to
Singapore, Malaysia
and Vietnam in the
region.The visit comes

soon after India began
deliveries of three anti-
ship coastal batteries of
the 290-km BrahMos
supersonic cruise mis-
siles to the Philippines
last month, under the
$375 million contract in
Jan 2022.

Indian warships reach

Philippines on SCS tour

NEW DELHI: Days after
faulting Uttarakhand
govt for failing to take
preventive steps to
curb forest fires,
Supreme Court has
stayed a big hotel proj-
ect in the Bhimtal-
Mukteshwar region as
a petition alleged it
would lead to large
scale felling of trees in
the verdant Jilling
Estate area.
A bench of Justices A S
Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan
admitted the appeal
filed by Birendra Singh,
who had challenged
the go-ahead given by
Uttarakhand HC, and
revived a stay on any
kind of tree felling and
construction activities
at the site in Jilling
Estate.It asked the
project proponent to
file its response to the
petition within six
weeks and posted the
matter for further
hearing on Aug 12.
For the petitioner,
advocates P B Suresh

and Vipin Nair argued
that HC erred by per-
mitting construction
activities at the site
based on 'single-win-
dow clearance' despite
the proponent not get-
ting the mandatory
prior environmental
clearance under the
Environment Impact
A s s e s s m e n t
Notification of 2006.
The counsel said if the
thickly forested patch
was permitted to be
deforested for a hotel
project, which intends
to carry out construc-
tion activities on an
area of 20,000 square
feet, it would cause
irreparable damage to
the fragile ecology of
the area that could
adversely impact the
interest of the state to
maintain adequate for-
est cover. SC had
recently expressed
serious concern over
the lackadaisical
approach of the state
govt in controlling .

SC stays big hotel project in
forested area of

Uttarakhand
NEW DELHI: A day
before Supreme
Court hears ex-
Jharkhand CM
Hemant Soren's plea
against his arrest in a
money laundering
case, Enforcement
Directorate on
Monday filed an affi-
davit in the top court
with documentary
evidence about how
he clandestinely
acquired 8.8 acres of
prime land in Ranchi
and used his powers
to change the
records after ED
issued summons to
him.The agency also
told SC through the
affidavit, filed in
response to Soren's
appeal challenging a
Jharkhand HC judg-
ment rejecting his
petition, that once
the ex-CM was
caught for his
wrongdoings and
documents were

seized during raids,
he resorted to filing
FIRs against ED offi-
cials under the SC/ST
(Prevention of
Atrocities) Act to
deter them from
continuing with the
probe. Soren had
filed the case against
ED officials on the
day of his arrest on
Jan 31. HC had
stayed the proceed-
ings under SC/ST Act
against ED officials
and provided protec-
tion to them. Soren's
counsel Kapil Sibal
had last week
informed a bench of
Justice Sanjiv

Khanna and Justice
Dipankar Datta that
the land in question
did not belong to the
ex-CM and that ED
had filed the case
under Prevention of
Money Laundering
Act just to immo-
bilise an opposition
politician ahead of
elections. 

Soren is seeking
interim bail, placing
his case on par with
Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal who is
booked in a PMLA
case relating to the
Delhi liquor scam
case. In the affidavit,
ED attached photo-

graphs of purported
official attempts to
alter land records
after summons were
issued to Soren. The
agency also attached
photographs of huge
amounts of cash
seized during various
raids in connection
with the land scam
against Soren and
his alleged accom-
plices. Soren's peti-
tion is listed for hear-
ing before a vacation
bench of Justices
Dipankar Datta and S
C Sharma on
Tuesday. As in the
case of Kejriwal, who
was granted interim
bail on 
May 10 till June 1 to
enable him to cam-
paign during the Lok
Sabha elections, ED
reiterated its stand
that campaigning
was neither a funda-
mental nor a consti-
tutional right.

Soren involved in land scam, tried to

alter records: ED to SC
KOLKATA: EC has
"grossly failed" to
address complaints
about violations of the
model code of poll
conduct, Calcutta HC
said Monday while
hearing Trinamool
Congress's petition
against BJP's allegedly
offensive poll ads.
Restraining BJP from
publishing material
that violates the
model code., Justice
S a b y a s a c h i
Bhattacharya held a
string of ads issued by
BJP on May 4, 5, 10
and 12 in sections of
the media as "deroga-
tory" and "slander-
ous".The judge said
such ads must be
barred in the interest
of free, fair and
untainted elections.
"Any resolution
adopted by EC after
June 4 means noth-
ing," he said, respond-
ing to TMC's allega-
tion that EC had been
sitting on its com-
plaints. The party
moved high court
against some ads.

Calcutta HC slams EC

for inaction over

'slanderous' BJP ads

Now I have come to you
with evidence which
shows that Congress and
its partners are rank
communalists and
opposed to the faith-
neutral Constitution, are
casteists and nepotist,"
said an angry PM who
also accused the media
and the "ecosystem" of
saving Congress for long.
"I have caught them and
have been exposing
them on a daily basis
with evidence of their
communalism, casteism
and nepotism and now
they cannot escape
being punished by peo-
ple," Modi said as he ral-
lied his audience against
the "effort" to rob
SCs/STs and OBCs of a
share of their quotas.
Earlier, in an interview to
news agency PTI, the PM
said he had never
uttered a word against
minorities, and BJP had
"not just today but
never" acted against
them.

Congress and its

partners opposed

to the faith-neu-

tral Constitution KOLKATA: Justice
Chitta Ranjan Dash of
Calcutta HC caused a
flutter Monday when
he declared in his
farewell speech before
a full bench that he
was free to work for
RSS again after having
distanced himself from
it for 37 years for pro-
fessional reasons even
while remaining ideo-
logically moored to the
organisation.
"To the distaste of
some, I must admit
here that I was and am
a member of RSS.
(But) I don't have any
bias against anybody,"
Dash told the audi-
ence, just over two
months after his con-
troversial former col-
league Abhijit
G a n g o p a d h y a y
resigned as a judge to
join BJP and become
the party's candidate
for Tamluk Lok Sabha
seat. (As a judge), I
have treated every-
body on a par: Rich,
poor, a Communist, (or
someone) with BJP,
Cong or Trinamool. All
were equal before me.

Am an RSS mem-

ber, ready to return

to fold: HC judge

NEW DELHI/SRINA-
GAR: Baramulla parlia-
mentary constituency
in Jammu and Kashmir
recorded 57.4% polling
at 11.45pm on Monday
in the fifth phase of Lok
Sabha elections, which
is the highest since
1984, both in polling
percentage and
absolute numbers
terms. The voting per-

centage will be updated
on Tuesday and the
final number will be out
later this week.The
highest-ever polling in
LS elections in
Baramulla was 61.1% in
1984.The region was in
grip of insurgency since
1989 when voting
touched an all-time low
of 5.5%. North Kashmir
was a stronghold.

Terror-scarred Baramulla posts
57% turnout, highest since 1984
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Seminar on Voter Awareness: How to remove voter apathy
A seminar was organized by "Aastha Samiti" under the

voter awareness campaign at Rani Revati Devi.
Prayagraj. Under the

voter awareness campaign,
a seminar titled "How to re-
move voter apathy" was
organized by the city's cul-
tural and social organiza-
tion "Aastha Samiti" at Rani
Revati Devi Saraswati Vidya
Niketan Inter College,
Rajapur Prayagraj.

 Expressing serious
concern over the continu-
ously decreasing number
of voters in the seminar,
along with appealing to
more and more voters to
come out of their homes to
vote in the national interest,
the reasons for voters' in-
difference towards voting
were also discussed. Chief
guest of the seminar, former
government advocate of
Allahabad High Court,
Shivkumar Pal said that
today's voter has become
very aware. He has started
assessing what the leader
for whom he had previously
voted had done for the de-
velopment of the area. In
my opinion, this could also
be one of the reasons for
the decrease in voting per-
centage. Nevertheless, to
form a stable government in
the country, I appeal to the
voters to become aware but
not lazy. Make sure to use
your franchise. In the key-
note address, Sanjay
Purusharthi, President of
Global Greece and repre-

senting the Atal Groundwa-
ter Scheme of the Govern-
ment of India in the coun-
try, said that the voters
stand in the queue for hours
in the scorching sun for the
sake of national interest and
have full faith in the leader

of their area with full hon-
esty. He votes by doing so,
but after the elections, it is
painful for him to face the
problems of electricity and
water and there is no hear-
ing on protesting against it.
Perhaps this pain prevents
him from voting. In the na-
tional interest, our effort is
to ensure maximum voting
and there is a need to pay
attention to this also.

 School Principal Banke
Bihari Pandey, who was
presiding over the seminar,
said that despite being a
city of intellectuals, why is

Prayagraj lagging behind in
voting? Everyone talks
about increasing the voting
percentage, being citizens
of a democratic country, we
are also concerned about
the development of our na-
tion and to build a strong

nation, we want 100% vot-
ing in every area of our
country. The other aspect
of this It is also true that
voters can only be appealed
to and cannot be forced to
vote by putting any kind of
pressure on them. Rather,
the reasons for low voting
percentage should be
found. There are many rea-
sons. There is a need for
intellectuals, politicians,
and administration to sit
together and brainstorm,
the conclusions reached
should be seriously worked
upon. By doing this, the

voting percentage can defi-
nitely increase. .

 President of "Aastha
Samiti" Brijraj Tiwari said
that the continuously de-
creasing voting percentage
is a matter of concern and
cooperation of all of us is

also very important in in-
creasing the voting per-
centage in the national in-
terest. He also added that it
is equally important that
voting The reason behind
people's decreasing inclina-
tion towards voting should
also be known. Especially
why the young voters are
not taking interest in using
their franchise. General Sec-
retary of the organization
Manoj Gupta said that vot-
ers are worried about the
future of their country but
our leaders are not worried
about the future of their

young voters. The youth is
struggling with their prob-
lems and even after the elec-
tions they refuse to recog-
nize those whom they voted
for. Efforts should be made
to change the working style
of the leaders.

Senior cultural worker
Jamil Ahmed said that deco-
rating the polling booth with
colorful balloons and
fringes can attract children
but cannot persuade con-
scious voters. It would be
better if the district admin-
istration organizes aware-
ness programs for all the
candidate leaders to resolve
the basic problems of the
voters. Even before reach-
ing the voter booth, he
leaves home after deciding
for whom to vote. The voter
uses his franchise honestly
but the people in whom he
puts his trust do not hon-
estly fulfill their promises
and duties. Despite all this,
I would like to say to my
conscious voters that each
and every vote of yours is
invaluable for the country
which can change the di-
rection and condition of the
country. Therefore, do use
your voting right to build a
beautiful nation.

 Apart from this, Anoop
Gupta (Vice President
"Aastha Committee"), Uma
Dixit, Ravi Shankar, Jai
Kishan etc.

Parents now play multiple roles
PRAYAGRAJ: There

was a time when fathers
would be looked upon as
demigods and children
would be scared to look
them in the eye. But today,
parents play multiple roles
of caretakers, help provid-
ers and bosom friends who
are fun to be around with at
shopping malls, games
parlours, exhibitions and
amusement parks.

Parents are increasingly
becoming friendly with their
wards and love to spend
quality time with their kids
during vacation. They are
also motivating their kids to
pick up a hobby which suits
their taste and preference
during leisure hours. Major-
ity of the parents are also
showing inclination to-
wards outdoor sports and
accompany their kids to
playground and badminton
court in Mayo Hall complex.

In addition, to keep a tab
on the activities of their kids
at home, working parents
are using social networking
websites and monitoring
their actions on the internet
with the help of security
software.

"I regularly accompany
my kids to morning walk at
Company Bagh. Inculcation
of healthy habits among
kids at an early age will go a
long way in ensuring good
health," says a physician
who is a proud father of two
kids, Somyasheel and
Shobhit, aged 9 and 12, re-
spectively.

"Our parents would be

strict and didn't give us more
freedom than was neces-
sary fearing we might get
spoilt. But now, I share a
friendly bond with my
daughter because I feel
she'll be able to confide in
me better and the bond will
be stronger if I don't keep a
distance with her," said
housewife Neeta, mother of
a 15-year-old daughter,
Sakshi.

Sakshi loves the fact
that her parents never raise
their voice while reprimand-
ing her and that her house
is not an extension of her
classroom where orders
just flow from the top.
"Even if I make a mistake,
they correct me without
shouting," she said.

Anjali, who runs a bou-
tique, felt parents have be-
come more liberal in the en-
forcement of rules. "Earlier,
grandparents and parents
would impose a lot of re-
strictions on us. Even in our
early twenties, if we had to
go to a friend's house, we
would be accompanied by
someone."

And why just to a
friend's place, parents to-
day even allow their wards
to go on vacations unac-
companied by senior mem-
bers of the family. "They
don't worry unnecessarily.
Children also have matured
ahead of their time and are
ready to shoulder respon-
sibility," added Anjali.

There's a saying that if
you spare the rod, you
spoil the child. But most

new-age parents believe
that the rod can be dropped
without compromising on
the child's disciplining
needs. "On the contrary, if
we pick up the stick all the
time, children would learn to
revolt and retort. Young-
sters today have exposure
to the media and laws and
they should be handled dif-
ferently," felt Nikhil Kumar,
a doting father of a five-
year-old daughter.

"I remember once she
came back from her play
school and used an exple-
tive in the course of a con-
versation. She wasn't aware
of the meaning when I
asked her and so I politely
explained to her that such
words should not be used.
Had I shouted at her, it
might have had a negative
impact. She would not have
understood why I was
shouting at her," said
Praveen Kumar.

A mother of a three-
year-old girl, said each time
she felt the need to disci-
pline her daughter, she di-
lated her eyeballs or ges-
tured in such fashion that
the little one had to retreat
from whatever she was do-
ing. "I am definitely not
spoiling her as I feel we
should not beat up children
unnecessarily," she said.

With most parents work-
ing, psychologists feel
there is a gap in communi-
cation between parents and
children and most often,
children take advantage of
their absence.

Meja Urja Nigam started Swachhta Pakhwada
2024 by organizing oath taking program

Keeping in view the importance of cleanliness, all department
heads should discharge their responsibilities - Kamlesh Soni
Meja: Meja Urja Nigam

Chief Executive Officer
Kamlesh Soni launched the
Swachhta Pakhwada 2024
on Friday. During this, he
also administered oath to
the officers and employees
of the corporation. It is note-
worthy that as per the in-
structions of the Govern-
ment of India, Meja Urja
Nigam will run a cleanliness
campaign in the next 15
days in its premises as well
as in the surrounding
project affected areas. He
said that during the
Swachhta Pakhwada, activi-
ties like Prabhat Pheri, story
writing, poetry, debate,
Many competitions and ac-
tivities like Art and Craft will
be organized by the Human

Resource Department in the
project premises. Along
with this, an awareness
campaign will also be run in
the nearby villages under
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility in which programs like
street plays will also be
organised. In this sequence,
Meja Urja Nigam also
launched the Clean Meja
Urja Nigam campaign in the
Haat Sabzi Mandi area of the
campus on Friday.

Meja Urja Nigam CEO
Kamlesh Soni also re-
quested all the department
heads on this occasion and
said that every department
should also start this cam-
paign at their own level and
also submit their report in
the fortnight closing cer-

emony. He encouraged ev-
eryone and said that we
should make an important
contribution to the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan of the Gov-
ernment of India and we
should start it at the indi-
vidual level and also in our
surrounding areas so that
people understand the im-
portance of cleanliness and
fulfill their responsibilities.
Apart from the employees
of Meja Urja Nigam, other
staff also participated en-
thusiastically in the pro-
gram. On this occasion, se-
nior officers and employees
of the corporation along
with the CISF team and
heads of departments of all
the departments were
prominently present.

Farmers still depend on tube wells & monsoon for irrigation
PRAYAGRAJ: Al-

though the central and the
state governments declared
loan waiver to small farm-
ers, their condition is not
likely to improve until focus
is shifted on all other agri-
cultural facilities including
irrigation. Farmers are still
dependent on rains for irri-
gating their crops as water
is often not released in ca-
nals and minors by the con-
cerned officials. This often
results in destruction of
crops and heavy loss to
farmers. The condition of
irrigational facilities is not
too good in Allahabad dis-
trict especially in trans-
Yamuna areas where farm-
ers have to suffer losses
due to lack of water for their
crops. They mostly depend
on monsoon for irrigation
despite the presence of ca-
nals.

It may be mentioned
that canals need to be
cleaned every year for

smooth flow of water to the
distant areas for irrigation.
Due to silt, garbage and
growth of vegetation water

is blocked at several places
which needs to be cleared.
Irrigation department offi-
cials and engineers are re-
sponsible to get the canals

cleaned. However, all the
works are done only on pa-
pers. There are many vil-
lages in trans Yamuna and

Ganga areas where water
never reaches in canals.
Some of the villagers claim
that they even do not re-
member when the last time

they irrigated their fields
through canals.

In such villages, farmers
have to rely on rains or tube

wells for irrigating their
crops. While the rains are
often scarce, tube wells can-
not be afforded by small
farmers.

The situation is more
deplorable in rocky areas of
trans-Yamuna where agri-
culture has become a risky
affair due to lack of water
and corruption in irrigation
department. Farmers claim
that irrigation department
employees often demand
money for releasing water
from the tails.

All works are done on
papers and canals remain
dry throughout the year.
Moreover, musclemen of-
ten block the canals for irri-
gating their own fields.

Husband of village head
of Madari Gramsabha in
Mauaima, Jamaluddin al-
leged water never reached
his village in the last 20
years. The engineers never
cleaned the canals but pay-
ment for the same is made
every year to the contrac-
tors. Complaint was made in
this connection to the se-
nior officials but no action
was taken, he adds.

UNSCHEDULED POWER CUTS AGGRAVATE WATER CRISIS
PRAYAGRAJ: The on-

going power crisis coupled
with the water shortage in
city has drawn the ire of resi-
dents, leading to numerous
protests.

"Leaders make tall
claims during elections but
don't do anything concrete
to solve our problems. We
will not allow representa-
tives of political parties to
enter our area until ad-
equate water supply is pro-
vided to us," said a hapless
resident of Unchawagarhi.

The problem of water
shortage has been an an-
nual affair for the residents
of almost every areas. How-
ever, long unscheduled
power cuts have aggra-
vated their anger.

Citizens are grappling
with the problem of low
voltage in several areas of
the city. The officials of the
power department have not
taken any step to mitigate
the sufferings of the people
despite several complaints
lodged by denizens regard-
ing low voltage problem.

The low voltage prob-

lem and that too in the sear-
ing heat conditions have
compounded the woes of
the denizens. The voltage
is so low that even electric
fans are unable to provide
any relief in this hot and
sultry weather. Rohit Verma,
a resident of Unchwa Garhi,
speaking about the low
voltage problem said, "The
fans move at a very slow
speed due to low voltage
problem which has become
a regular feature. The elec-
tric bulbs glow like flicker-
ing candles during night
while tubelights do not illu-
minate due to low voltage."

Shama Parveen, resi-
dent of Kareli said, " Chil-
dren are unable to sleep
during night hours owing to
improper functioning of
electric fans and coolers.
These electric gadgets are
not properly operational on
account of low voltage".
Bulbs glow like candles,
tubelights do not function
while fans do not give any
relief, said Rajesh Trivedi, a
resident of Allahpur.

People have also pro-

tested against the erratic
power supply and poor
voltage problem but their
protest have not yielded the
desired result. People
living in Roshanbagh
and Akbarpur pro-
tested against erratic
power supply and
low voltage problem
but their protest did
not have the desired
effect on power offi-
cials. Similar protests
were held by the
people at Kalyani
Devi Power. The lo-
cals protested against
the defective trans-
former near Lalita
Devi mandir which
was however re-
placed after several
hours.

People of differ-
ent areas held dem-
onstration at Kalyani
Devi substation. One trans-
former of the area had gone
out of order and the people
were without electricity for
about eight hours. People
raised slogans against the
power department and criti-

cized the officers for doing
nothing to provide electric-
ity. Resident of the area,
especially women and chil-

dren have to face problems
due to non-availability of
electricity.

A resident of the local-
ity said that due to absence
of electricity, water is also
not coming to the area and

the people are facing diffi-
culties. "We have to make
alternative arrangements to
get water through

handpumps installed in our
area. Children are unable to
concentrate on studies due
to absence of electricity," he
said.

The residents have
urged the power depart-

ment to make arrangements
for the urgent change of
transformer in the area and
ensure availability of elec-

tricity.
Meanwhile, despite

promises by higher ups of
power department to im-
prove and streamline the
power supply of city, the
situation continues to re-

main pathetic, even as the
department fails to provide
uninterrupted power sup-
ply to city in Old City areas.
Worst affected are areas
where work related to shift-
ing of poles has not been
completed yet. As a result
power supply remains
snapped for hours together
even as residents wait pa-
tiently for resumption of the
same.

Residents of Old City
areas including Atala,
Roshanbagh, Daryabad,
Kareli, Attarsuiya,
Rasoolpur, Ghaus Nagar
and others complained that
the power department has
failed to provide regular
supply to areas despite
promises of setting up of
new substations and instal-
lation of new transformers
of enhanced capacity.

A resident, of Kareli,
Mohd Shariq said that
"Power played truant and
the trend is still continuing
as the department has failed
to initiate measures to keep
things in order.This is the
reason why local faults

crop up at regular intervals
leaving the residents with-
out electricity for hours to-
gether."

He added that the issue
was raised with the officials
concerned but nothing was
done to take corrective mea-
sures in this regard. Hold-
ing similar views a resident
of New Katra, Pravin said
that "The conditions are
nightmarish as roads are full
of potholes and the resi-
dents have to move out in
the midst of this."

He said that women face
lots of hardship as the
roads become unsafe in the
wake of prevailing dark con-
ditions during a power
breakdown.

A social worker and resi-
dent of Akbarpur in old city
area, Shahid Askari said that
"The power department
should be sensible enough
to understand the fact that
electricity and water are the
two basic requirements for
the people and failure to
provide the same puts a
question mark over will to
serve the people.
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Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya reached Prime Minister Narendra

Modi's public meeting parade ground and inspected the ongoing preparation work. On

this occasion, Regional President of Braj region Digvijay Shakya, Mayor Ganesh K

Sharmana Metropolitan President Rajendra Mishra, Regional Vice President Awadhesh

Chandra Gupta Rajesh Kesarwani, Sushil Tripathi, etc. Others were party workers.

In view of the VVIP arrival, tour and public meeting program in the district, de-briefing

was conducted by the Police Commissioner, Prayagraj in the Reserve Police Line

Auditorium and necessary guidelines were given to all concerned.

Voters first vote and then have
refreshments: BDO Dev Kumar

Prayagraj: A one-day
voter awareness program
was organized by the Cen-
tral Communication Bureau
of the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting,
Prayagraj on the instruc-
tions of the Election Com-
mission of India on Mon-
day at Anupam Public
School and College,
Babuganj in devel-
opment block
Bahria. In which
Block Development
Officer Bahria Dev
Kumar participated
as the chief guest.
Police station
incharge Bahria
Ranvijay Singh par-
ticipated in the pro-
gram as a special
guest. The program
was presided over by Traf-
fic Inspector Pawan Kumar
Pandey and program in-
charge of Central Commu-
nication Bureau Ram Murat.

As the chief guest in the
program, BDO Bahria Dev
Kumar said that on May 25,
all the voters should go to
their respective booths and
vote 100 percent. He said
that according to the data
released by the Election
Commission of India, there
was less voting in Phulpur

in the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions. With the aim of in-
creasing the voting per-
centage, voter awareness
programs are being orga-
nized as per the instructions
of the Election Commission
of India. The chief guest ad-
ministered the oath of vot-
ing to the people present.

Special guest Police Station
Head Bahria Ranvijay Singh
said that all the voters
should be free from fear and
use their votes properly in
the interest of the country
and elect a good public
representative. Traffic In-
spector Pawan Kumar
Pandey, who was presiding
over the program, said that
voters can play an impor-
tant role in nation building
by giving just 30 seconds
of time. He appealed

through the slogan “How
will you show patriotism, by
voting 100 per cent” and
“Strengthen democracy by
voting 100 per cent”.

During this, a beautiful
folk song was presented by
Krishna Kumar Satyarthi
Lokgeet Party to make the
voters aware. On this occa-

sion, program in-charge
Ram Murat organized a quiz
competition among the
people in which the suc-
cessful people were re-
warded by the guests on
behalf of the department. In
the program, Regional Pub-
licity Assistant Bal
Mukund Singh, Trainee
Sub Inspector Prakashini
Singh, College President
Rajendra Kumar Gupta, Di-
rector Usha Ratan Gupta,
Principal Shabana Shaikh,

Head Incharge Sahana
Malik, Rajkumar Gupta,
Manju Gupta, Geeta
Vishwakarma, Surya
Prakash, Dhirendra Sharma,
Ravi Shukla, Rajesh Sharma,
Sunil, Aimak, Rahul, KC, RB
Maurya, Anilkant Mishra,
Javed, Pushpendra, Sanjay,
Pratima, Amrita Singh,

Geeta, Sanjeev
Kumar, Ankur, Alok,
Krishna Mohan,
Ajay Vishwakarma,
A s h u t o s h
S r i v a s t a v a ,
Laxmikant. ,
Amarnath Singh,
Shyam Singh,
Mohd. Yunish, OP
Pal, Anup Kumar
and others were
present. Program
coordinator senior

journalist Shivdutt Narayan
Tripathi expressed grati-
tude towards the guests.

Along with this, two
awareness chariots have
been run to make the voters
of Prayagraj aware, which
was inaugurated today from
Police Lines in the presence
of Pawan Kumar Pandey,
Traffic Inspector, Kuldeep
Sengar Inspector, Shivakant
Ojha, Manish Yadav, Vinod
Yadav, Rekha, Seema Verma
etc. Flagged off.

Basic development plan
amended for new urban areas
PRAYAGRAJ: As many as 5,000 streetlights will be

installed in the newly-added areas of Sangam city. Be-
sides, a total of 25 roads and drains will also be devel-
oped in areas falling under 27 municipal wards of
Prayagraj Municipal Corporation. These wards have
around 50,000 houses, said civic officials. A plan has
also been chalked out to install seven big tube wells,
they added.

The basic facilities of these new urban areas will be
increased by spending around ?23 crore. Prayagraj mu-
nicipal commissioner Chandra Mohan Garg has ap-
proved the proposal with several amendments, the offi-
cials further said. The importance of the plan can be
gauged from the fact that it is after four years of delimi-
tation, the roadmap for developing these areas to bring
them at par with other city wards is now nearing imple-
mentation. As part of the delimitation exercise, Sangam
city limits were increased. Also, many rural areas were
included in the city.

In the newly added urban areas, a proposal was first
prepared to install 1,000 streetlights, develop 40 roads
and set up seven tube wells. The municipal commis-
sioner on Monday reviewed the proposed basic devel-
opment works of these new urban areas under the 'Nagar
Srijan Yojna'. In the review held in the new building of
the Prayagraj Municipal Corporation, the municipal com-
missioner directed to install 5,000 streetlights in the new
wards. However, with the number of streetlights in-
creased, the proposed roads to be developed were re-
duced from 40 to 25.

As per plan, now Rs10 crore will be spent on
streetlights, Rs 9 crore on construction of roads and
drains and ?4 crore on construction of tube wells. Ear-
lier, the Prayagraj Municipal Corporation had planned
to get the proposed development works done in the
new areas at a cost of ?17 crore. This figure has now
been hiked to Rs 23 crore.

Meanwhile, the state government has sought a pro-
posal from the Prayagraj Municipal Corporation for de-
velopment of the new urban areas of Sangam city. After
taking oath of office, the new mayor, Ganesh Kesarwani,
had also directed civic officials to prepare a develop-
ment plan for these new areas. Prayagraj Municipal
Corporation's chief engineer Satish Kumar said that the
proposal will be finalised as per instructed amendments
and sent to the state government for the budget soon.

More schools get UP
Board recognition in state

PRAYAGRAJ: The

government has approved

granting of recognition to

587 private schools by

Uttar Pradesh Madhyamik

Shiksha Parishad, across

the state. With this, the

number of schools,

recognised by U.P. Board,

has gone upto 28,188,

officials said. The recogni-

tion was granted to these

schools in phases. While

381 schools got recogni-

tion on May 10, 206 got it

on June 21, 2023. Some

schools were given direct

recognition from classes 6

to 12, while few others got

recognition for additional

classes and subjects,

board officials said.

Out of these, 168

schools have been

granted recognition in

different districts falling

under board's Prayagraj

regional office, 134 under

Meerut regional office, 106

of Varanasi regional office,

87 of Gorakhpur regional

office while 92 schools

under Bareilly regional

office, officials added.

On May 10, additional

chief secretary Deepak

Kumar had issued an

order approving recogni-

tion of 381 schools,

including 89 each under

Prayagraj and Meerut

regional offices, 66 under

Gorakhpur regional office,

67 under Bareilly and 70

under Varanasi regional

offices. Later, by a

seperate order, issued on

June 21 by special

secretary Rupesh Kumar,

206 more schools,

including 79 schools

under Prayagraj regional

office, 45 under Meerut, 21

under Gorakhpur, 25 under

Bareilly and 36 under

Varanasi regional offices,

were approved. The

recognition has been

granted under the old

norms which were earlier

followed by the U.P.

board.

The rules have

changed from this year

and schools applying for

recognition till May 31 will

be given recognition for

three years in the first

phase as per the new

guidelines. After the

completion of first three

years, the schools will

have to renew the

recognition, which will be

for five years. With the

new schools being given

recognition, the total

number of schools

recognised by U.P. Board

in the state, is now 28,188.

Before these new recogni-

tions, there were 2355

government schools, 4509

government-aided and

20737 unaided schools

recognised by UP Board

across the 75 districts of

the state.

Relief likely for 12 Prayagraj villages
as revival of two rivers underway

PRAYAGRAJ: Weeks
before monsoon hit the
state, the district adminis-
tration took up the revival
of two small rivers hoping
to provide relief to the
parched lands of around
two dozen villages in the
development blocks of
Manda and Koraon in
Praygaraj district. After
over twenty days of work
now, district officials are
hopeful that the flow path
of Karnavati and Lapri,
which are tributaries of the
Ganga, has been cleared
and water will flow freely
throughout the year to

these sun-baked villages
that don't have any other
water source.

The revival of tributar-
ies and rivulets was taken
up in Prayagraj, Pratapgarh,
Kaushambi and Fatehpur
on the instructions of divi-
sional commissioner Vijay
Vishwas Pant. The cleaning
of the Karanvati, done as
part of the MGNREGA
works, started on June 5. It
is expected that the rivers
will satisfy the water needs
of around two dozen vil-
lages, said Prayagraj chief
development officer Gaurav
Kumar. Deputy commis-

sioner (wage employment)
Kapil Kumar said the work
of rejuvenation of
Karnavati in Manda was
included in the work plan of
Rajapur gram panchayat.

Karnavati river origi-
nates Murtiyahva Dah lo-
cated in the Vindhya moun-
tain ranges and it travels
about 50 km to merge into
the Ganga near Gaipura in
Vindhyachal. Before this, it
flows through the village
panchayats of Manda de-
velopment block including
Mandakhas, Girdharpur,
Bharari, Girdharpu Sikra,
Saibsa, Ulda, Mahuvakala,

Dharovanara, Kanvera
passes through
Bhisranrottam etc.

"Under the gram
panchayats rejuvenation
work, the revival of the
Karnavati is being done in
about 21 km across of 13
gram panchayats of
Manda," said the official.
Prayagraj has 10 rivulets
and tributaries such as
Sasur Khaderi, Mansaita,
Tons, Belan, Gorma,
Karnavati, Lapri, Tudiyari,
Naina and Jwalamukhi.
Among these, Mansaita and
Jwalamukhi are demanding
immediate attention.

MP-MADE GUNS FIND THEIR WAY INTO UP THROUGH ALLD
PRAYAGRAJ:

Allahabad and Aligarh
have emerged as the
primary hotspots from
where gunrunners sell
semi-automatic firearms
made in the forests of
Madhya Pradesh (MP)
to anti-social elements in
neighbouring Uttar
Pradesh (UP).

Last month's seizure
of 50 pistols from five
men in two separate
cases reported from
Bhikhangaon and
Balwada in Madhya
Pradesh's Khargone
district has revealed that
Aligarh in west UP and
Allahabad in southeast-

ern UP are the places from
where weapon traders
acquire semi-automatic
guns made in the forests
of Khargone, Barwani,
Burhanpur and Dhar
districts.

While three men
arrested by Bhikhangaon
police with 20 brand new
guns hailed from Sarai
Inayat and Naini areas of
Allahabad, two others
nabbed with 30 guns by
Balwada police hailed from
Gonda area of Aligarh
district.

In both cases, the
guns - sourced anywhere
between Rs 8,000 and
Rs10,000 - were made by

sikligars, a community
that has mastered the art
of manufacturing firearms
over the years. The
weapons were to be sold
to buyers in Uttar
Pradesh at prices ranging
from Rs 15,000 to Rs
25,000.

In the Khargone
incident, two women -
one of them identified as
Pooja - had come with
three men from Allahabad
to deal with a sikligar.
Though the three were
arrested, the women
managed to escape.

The Khargone police
are now working with the
Allahabad police to trace

the two women as well as
the ones responsible for
sending them.

Investigations
revealed that the arrested
people were couriers of
the Ravi Nat-Suraj
Kushwaha gang, which
has been sourcing semi-
automatic guns from MP
and selling it to anti-
social elements in UP and
Mumbai. As Nat was
arrested by the UP STF
two months ago, the
gunrunner's operations
are being handled by his
deputy, Kushwaha.

"The trio's arrest and
subsequent investiga-
tions revealed that

Allahabad is the gateway
for the supply of guns
made by sikligars to
Purvanchal (east UP).
They also disclosed that
the guns were to be
supplied to contacts in
Varanasi, Azamgarh,
Bhadohi, Ghazipur and
Janpur districts,"
Khargone superinten-
dent of police Amit
Singh informed Patrika
on phone. Sources in
the UP special task
force's Allahabad unit
said Nat and
Kushwaha's customers
include contract killers
working for several
gangs in east UP -

extending from Varanasi
to Gorakhpur. With
many musclemen-
turned-politicos likely
to get involved in the
Uttar Pradesh elections
next year, the possibility
of firearms manufactured
in MP being used to
terrorise opponents
cannot be ruled out.

The political heavy-
weights hoping to find a
place in the UP assembly
next year (either for
themselves or their kin)
include Prem Prakash
alias Munna Bajrangi
(Mandiyahu-Janupur),
Sushil Singh (Chandauli),
Vineet Singh (Chandauli),

Dhananjay Singh
(Jaunpur) and sitting
MLA Mukhtar Ansari
(Mau).

Besides the Ravi Nat-
Suraj Kushwaha gang, a
village headman and a
gunrunner from
Allahabad have also been
sourcing guns from
siklagirs in MP ahead of
the UP polls, sources in
the MP STF said. The MP
STF had arrested a
sikligar, Chhattan Singh,
along with a wholesale
buyer for trading in guns
in April this year.

The gun trail
Aligarh in west UP

and Allahabad in south-

eastern MP are the
places from which
weapon traders acquire
semi-automatic guns
made in the forests of
Khargone, Barwani,
Burhanpur and Dhar
districts The guns -
sourced anywhere
between Rs 8,000 and Rs
10,000 - were made by
sikligars. The weapons
were to be sold to buyers
in Uttar Pradesh at prices
ranging from Rs15,000 to
Rs 25,000. The MP STF
had arrested a sikligar,
Chhattan Singh, along
with a wholesale buyer
for trading in guns in
April this year.
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The day Aam Aadmi Party’s
national convener and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
unveiled his 10 guarantees
was also the day when Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced her government’s
commitment to economic
freedom by opposing the very
idea of wealth redistribution.
It became very clear that day
that the INDIA bloc must
remain in the Opposition and
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) should come back to
power. Though Kejriwal did
not consult his alliance part-
ners about the 10 guarantees
he promised, there is a likeli-
hood of them agreeing with
him. For, on their part, they

have also made equally out-
landish promises. Kejriwal has
pledged, among other things,
free 24-hour power supply,
free healthcare that is not
based on insurance schemes,
freedom to the Indian Army to
get back the Indian territory
occupied by China, abrogation
of the Agniveer scheme, legal
status for MSP on all crops
according the Swaminathan
Commission report, two crore
jobs for the youth, and ease of
doing business for traders. A
few days later, Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi said that the
INDIA coalition, if victorious in
the ongoing general elections,
will work for the empower-
ment of women: “Our sisters

across the country are ready to
form the INDIA Alliance gov-
ernment with enthusiasm.
From July, Rs 8,500 deposited
in women’s accounts every
month, i.e., Rs 1 lakh annually,
will change the financial condi-
tion of every family.” If wishes
were horses, our politicians
would bring heaven to earth,
but that’s not the reality.
Sometimes it takes a lifetime
for a wish to be realised,
sometimes more than that.
Just as calamities cannot be
wished away, good outcomes
cannot be ushered in just by
wishing them. 

If Kejriwal pledges to offer
free 24-hour power supply
and free healthcare, for

instance, he should also
enlighten us where the money
would come from to ensure
such freebies. After all, it costs
a great deal to run power
plants, transmit and supply
electricity, pay doctors and
paramedics, run hospitals, and
so on. In the final analysis, it is
the public exchequer that will
bear the costs. And since it is
the taxpayer money that
makes the public exchequer,
ultimately taxpayers will be
burdened with these expenses
— that is, the people who pay
direct and indirect taxes: in
short, all people, as indirect
taxes are paid even by the
poor. Freebies, after all, are
not free. 

On his first visit to Europe post-pandemic, Xi
Jinping met French President Emmanuel
Macron. Xi lauded China’s ties with France as
a “model for the international community
amid threats of a trade war over Chinese elec-
tric cars and French cognac". Xi Jinping’s tour
through Europe, analysts point out, highlight-
ed China’s audacious strategy to exploit the
fissures within Europe amid great power con-
testation. Among many other developments,
the armed forces of China and France
announced the setting up of a new inter-the-
atre cooperation and dialogue mechanism.
This collaboration between the two militaries’
naval and air forces is aimed at further deep-
ening mutual trust and cooperation and joint-
ly safeguarding regional security and stability.
Such a move towards forging closer Sino-
French military ties, especially amid Beijing’s
assertive manoeuvres in the Indo-Pacific and
the South China Sea, begs the question: Can
Europe, and particularly France, remain a reli-
able ally, or will it become more accommodat-
ing of China’s controversial actions in its
neighbourhood? Countries like India are
watching closely, concerned about France and
Europe in the future and potentially succumb-
ing to China’s diplomatic and economic
enticements. China claims to be “not at the
origin of the Russian-Ukraine crisis, nor a
party to it, nor a participant", and thus legit-
imises its silence. Can we anticipate a similar
approach by Europe on issues concerning
Taiwan and the Philippines? In the past few
years, France’s relationship with China has
been marked by a mixture of scepticism and
strategic engagement, reflecting broader
geopolitical objectives and national interests.
In the recent past, France has been quite crit-
ical of China, viewing it as a ‘strategic threat’.
The 2021 update to France’s 2017 Defence
and National Security Strategic Review paint-
ed China as a ‘systemic rival’, ’economic com-
petitor’, and ‘sometimes an important diplo-
matic partner’. Even as Paris sought engage-
ment with Beijing in 2019, substantial ten-
sions clearly existed. During Xi Jinping’s previ-
ous European tour, President Macron rallied a
united European front to challenge Beijing on
critical European issues like unfair trade prac-
tices, restricted market access for European
companies, opaque financing under the BRI,
and human rights abuses in Tibet and Xinjiang.
Recent events and official statements have
further underscored this stance. A parliamen-
tary report on foreign interference in France,
requested by Marine Le Pen’s far-right party,
highlighted China’s “aggressive and increas-
ingly malicious methods”. Labelling China as
the “second most serious threat to France
after Russia”, the report echoed sentiments
from Bernard Emié, Director of French
External Intelligence (DGSE), who described
China as an ‘aggressive power’ with ‘unbridled
diplomacy’. Furthermore, the issue of France
selling arms to Taiwan resurfaced during the
pandemic when Taiwan announced plans to
buy defence equipment from France to
upgrade missile systems on French warships
purchased in 1991 and 1992. Beijing
expressed ‘serious concern’ and urged Paris to
avoid actions that could strain Sino-French
ties. Following Chinese air intrusions into
Taiwan’s air defence zone, a French delega-
tion led by former defence minister Alain
Richard visited Taipei to meet with
President Tsai Ing-wen. This
visit was seen as a powerful
symbol of France’s commit-
ment to opposing China’s
unilateral aggression and
supporting peace, security,
and stability in the Indo-Pacific.

The rough weather in north-
west Iran took the lives of
Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi and Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian on
Sunday (May 19), along with
seven others, in a helicopter
crash while returning after
inaugurating a dam in East
Azerbaijan with his
Azerbaijanian counterpart,
Ilham Heydar oghlu Aliyev.
The two Presidents looked
happy and comfortable
despite some intra-regional
competition, especially in
the wake of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. The death
of President Raisi, along with
his foreign minister, has
indeed caused a vacuum on
key developments and initia-
tives, especially at this time
when the region is going
through a highly volatile war
in Gaza, which threatens to
expand beyond. In March
and April, Iran and Israel had
nearly come to a direct con-
frontation that could be
avoided due to pragmatism
and intervention by the US
and others in the region.
Limited strikes saved the face
for both. President Raisi,
despite his conservative
approaches domestically,
tried to be pragmatic even
as, under his watch, Iran con-
tinued on its path to increase
the enrichment of uranium
to keep the pressure on the
West and pursued the quest
to acquire parity with Israel
in the nuclear domain.
Perhaps the biggest credit

could go to him for the
Saudi-Iranian rapproche-
ment, along with working for
a regional modus vivendi
with the Arab world. His Act
East policy also brought
about closer relations with
India and China while they
worked to closely enrich ties
with Russia. At the same
time, in the wake of
Abraham Accords and the
further potential normalisa-
tion of ties between key Arab
countries and Israel, Tehran
emerged as a major protago-
nist of the Palestinian cause,
given its hold on Hamas in
Gaza. However, the mutually
assured destruction (MAD)
syndrome between Tehran
and Tel Aviv continues apace
and could threaten stability
in West Asia. Raisi success-
fully secured the release of
$6 billion in exchange for
some US prisoners and even
restrained Shia Iraqi militias
from attacking US military
assets. Although Iran has
been able to blunt the

impact of the severest sanc-
tions to a considerable
extent, it may have been
severely compromised in the
area of spare parts and tech-
nology. The fact that the
President was riding in a 15-
year-old helicopter not only
questions the choices of the
pilot or the leadership in
such a weather but also con-
firms the existence of restric-
tions on imports of spare
parts that may have been
imposed due to sanctions.
What really caused the crash
will only be confirmed by
detailed investigations of the
wreckage and Black Box. The
untimely death of President
Raisi has also caused a lead-
ership vacuum, as he was
mostly slated to succeed the
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
Khamanei, who is 85 and is
said to be ailing. But as was
witnessed in the wake of the
helicopter crash, Khamanei
immediately took hold of the
situation, assuring the coun-
try that there would be no

governance crisis. As such,
he decides in the end, and
the armed forces, security,
and intelligence outfits, as
well as the Revolutionary
Guards (IRGC), look up to
him for instructions. He also
did not want to convey to his
detractors, both internally
and externally, that they
could exploit the crisis and
the transition. As for the suc-
cession issue, although the
demise of Raisi has caused a
vacuum, the argument for
Mojtaba succeeding his
father, Ayatollah Khamanei,
would become more elo-
quent and vociferous even
though the Supreme Leader
personally appears not to be
in favour of dynastic rule, as
quoted by many insiders, for
he would not like to be
accused of nepotism. One
more name that is being pro-
pounded to us is that of
white-turbaned Ali Reza
Arafi, whom the black-tur-
baned Supreme Leader
called an original intellectual
and prudent jurist. One
would have to see if the
colour of the turbans would
matter at all. He is a member
of the Assembly and was also
appointed to the Guardian
Council. His name has been
circulating for quite some
time.
In any case, the presidium of
an assembly of experts will
identify the next leader in
due course. But the
‘Supreme Leader’ will also
have to be accepted by the

masses since Iran is facing
significant domestic discon-
tent as well as huge external
challenges, especially from
the West and Israel. Of
course, losing the President
and foreign minister, espe-
cially at such a difficult time,
is a challenge in itself for any
country, but the real power
lies with the Supreme
Leader, who is au fait with his
authority and capacity to
guide the Iranians. As per
Article 131(1) of the Iranian
constitution in the event of
the president’s demise or
incapacitation, the first vice
president will take over with
the approval of the Supreme
Leader (de facto), and fresh
elections will have to be con-
ducted within fifty days. It
reads, “In case of death, dis-
missal, resignation, absence,
or illness lasting longer than
two months of the President,
his first deputy shall assume
the powers and functions of
the President with the
approval of the Leader.”
Accordingly, Vice President
Mohammed Mokhber has
taken over the reins to con-
duct day-to-day affairs and
organise elections with the
head of judiciary and speaker
of the Iranian parliament.
Whether Mokhber will be de
jure promoted remains to be
seen.

Whether the next presi-
dent will be among the
known contenders for the
highest post in the country is
anyone’s guess.

In China, the fear of
chaos that can come
from within and from
without is a central
rationale that legitimises
Xi Jinping's power grab.
Image: REUTERS
Thomas Hobbes’ semi-
nal work, Leviathan,
published in 1651, posits
the necessity of a pow-
erful, centralised author-
ity to prevent societal
chaos and ensure peace
and security. Hobbes
had a way with words;
he famously said that
without an all-powerful
state, whom he calls the
Leviathan, life would be
nasty, brutish, and short.
Those powerful words
have a global resonance
today, giving the state
across the world a free
run.We saw it in
Washington when more
than $3 trillion was
printed in monetary eas-
ing. In Paris, monetary
welfare spending is out
of hand, and the
Leviathan dares not
withdraw the free fund,
for that itself causes
riots and chaos. In
China, state capitalism is
running wild, and in
India, the state subsidies
everything from fertilis-
er and maternity care to
free food to the tune of
$10 billion a year.
Everywhere, a man who
wrote 350 years ago
rules. In our turbulent
world, Hobbes’s premise
of avoiding chaos is so
powerful that both
autocracies and democ-
racies are utilising it to
empower the state fur-
ther. It is not as if he has
not been proved right. In
fact, rarely in contempo-
rary history has Hobbes
gone wrong. In Iraq,
Libya, and Egypt, when

the Leviathan was top-
pled, it created chaos
beyond imagination,
only to be replaced by
the iron fist of the state.
In China, the fear of
chaos that can come
from within and from
without is a central
rationale that legitimises
Xi Jinping’s power grab.
Indeed, it’s replacing the
promise of prosperity as
the basis of the commu-
nist party’s hold over
China. The fact that the
Federal Reserve’s policy
of quantitative easing
following the 2008
financial crisis and the
purchase of government
securities to increase the
money supply were
unquestioned exempli-
fies Hobbes’ idea of the
sovereign exercising
control to prevent eco-
nomic disorder and
maintain stability. That,
in the bastion of capital-
ism, it did not raise con-
cerns about the erosion
of financial autonomy
and the distortion of
free markets underlines
the astonishing rele-
vance of Hobbes.
France’s robust welfare
state epitomises
Hobbes’ notion of the
sovereign’s responsibili-
ty to ensure the well-
being of its citizens. The
French government
maintains an extensive
social safety net, includ-
ing comprehensive
healthcare, unemploy-
ment benefits, and
retirement pensions.
During the COVID-19
pandemic, France’s wel-
fare spending surged as
the government imple-
mented measures to
protect jobs and support
incomes. However, this
extensive welfare sys-

tem can be critiqued for
fostering dependency
and reducing individual
responsibility. The wel-
fare-to-GDP ratio in
2023 was an astonishing
36 per cent. This is clear-
ly unsustainable, but
every time France has
tried to pull back the
Leviathan or cut back
welfare, there have
been dramatic riots.
Once you create the
Leviathan, clearly, there
is no way back. In 2020,
the French government
introduced the
‘Solidarity Fund’, provid-
ing financial aid to busi-
nesses affected by the
pandemic, and expand-
ed unemployment ben-
efits to cover those fur-
loughed under the ‘par-
tial activity’ scheme.
These interventions,
amounting to over €100
billion in expansive wel-
fare spending, can lead
to high taxation, which
burdens individuals and
businesses, and totally
stifles entrepreneurial
spirit and innovation.
Additionally, the exten-
sive welfare system cre-
ates a culture of
dependency, reducing
the incentive for person-
al initiative and self-
reliance. France and its
Leviathan are in a doom
loop. China’s model of
state capitalism illus-
trates Hobbes’ concept
of the sovereign’s expan-
sive control over eco-
nomic life. The Chinese
government exercises
significant influence
over the economy
through state-owned
enterprises (SOEs),
which dominate key
industries such as ener-
gy, telecommunications,
and finance. 

The original “Great
Game” was fought in
the mid-1800s between
the Russian Empire and
the combined might of
the British, French and
Ottoman Empires over
control of Central Asia.
The British feared an
attack by the Imperial
Russian Army through
Afghanistan on their
Indian colony. The
Ottomans, though in
decline, wanted to
guard against Russian
incursions into their
Balkan possessions. As
a report by Kallie
Szczepanski (
thought.com )
described it: “Britain’s
Lord Ellenborough
started ‘The Great
Game’ on January 12,
1830, with an edict
establishing a new
trade route from India
to Bukhara, using
Turkey, Persia, and
Afghanistan as a buffer
against Russia to pre-

vent it from controlling
any ports on the
Persian Gulf.
Meanwhile, Russia
wanted to establish a
neutral zone in
Afghanistan allowing
for their use of crucial
trade routes.” “The
Great Game officially
ended with the Anglo-
Russian Convention of
1907, which divided
Persia (Iran) into a
R u s s i a n - co nt ro l l ed
northern zone, a nomi-
nally independent cen-
tral zone, and a British-
controlled southern
zone. The Convention
also specified a border-
line between the two
empires running from
the eastern point of
Persia to Afghanistan
and declared
Afghanistan an official
protectorate of Britain.”
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine nearly two cen-
turies later has trig-
gered a new Great

Game but with vastly
different actors,
motives and possible
outcomes. In the mid-
1800s the United States
did not count. It was
convulsed by a Civil
War (1861-65)
between northern
unionist states and
southern confederate
states over slavery.
China had been humili-
ated by Britain during
the Opium Wars (1839-
60). It lay in repose.
India was a British
colony, robbed of its
wealth and morale.
Today Russia lies weak-
ened, its Soviet-era
satellite states
absorbed into NATO.
They form a Western
knife aimed at
Moscow’s jugular.
Ukraine remains a non-
NATO buffer state. If it
joins NATO in future,
Russia would be com-
pletely encircled by the
US-led West.

Head-on | The new Great Game:

China, US and India

Xi Jinping’s Europe tour: A

visit that raises eyebrows

As India votes for 5th phase, it’s the contest of two economic outlooks

How President Raisi’s death will
impact Ayatollah’s succession in Iran

From Xi’s China to Macron’s France:

The emergence of new-era ‘Leviathans’
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2 brothers get death sen-
tence for rape, murder of

minor
BHILWARA: A Rajasthan Pocso court on Monday
handed down death sentences to two brothers
for gang rap-
ing a 17-year-
old and burn-
ing her alive in
Shahpura dis-
trict on Aug 2
last year. The
case had trig-
gered public
outrage and
led BJP, then
in opposition, to target the Ashok Gehlot-led
Congress govt over crimes against women ahead
of assembly polls late last year.
The court in Bhilwara had pronounced Kalu
Kalbeliya, 25, and Kanha Kalbeliya, 21, guilty on
Saturday, while acquitting seven others of con-
spiracy and destroying evidence.
The girl's mother expressed satisfaction and said
justice has been done. Special public prosecutor
Mahavir Kishanawat, who appeared for the state,
said govt will challenge the seven acquittals in
HC. Soon after the death sentences were pro-
nounced, ex-CM Gehlot sought to highlight his
govt's role in the outcome, saying action was
taken immediately and accused arrested. "ADG
Crime was sent. Chargesheet was filed within a
month. Today, within 10 months, the culprits
have been sentenced," Gehlot wrote on X.
CM Bhajanlal Sharma hailed the verdict as an
example of " glorious tenure of BJP's double
engine govt".

NEW DELHI: Congress
workers showed black
flags and raised slo-
gans "Kangana Ranaut
go back" against BJP
Mandi candidate
Kangana Ranaut dur-
ing her visit to Kaza in
the Lahaul and Spiti
district of Himachal
Pradesh on Monday.
Jairam Thakur,
addressing the inci-
dent, told ANI, "We
went to Kaza, a town
in Lahaul Spiti.
Kangana Ranaut, the

BJP candidate from
Mandi, was with me.
It is unfortunate that
the Congress workers
attacked our convoy,
attempted to stop the
vehicles, and pelted
them with stones. The
district administration
is responsible for the
lapse. I condemn this
incident." Thakur
added, "They allowed
an event next to our
public rally venue.
Authorities acted
under the pressure of

the Congress govern-
ment. Strict action
should be taken
against them."
Ranaut, along with for-
mer chief minister and
leader of opposition
Jairam Thakur,
addressed a public
rally in Kaza.
During the event, peo-
ple raised slogans
despite police being
present to maintain
law and order. Ranaut
has not yet responded
to the incident.

HYDERABAD: Indian
students in Bishkek,
the capital of
Kyrgyzstan continue
to be on the edge in
the aftermath of vio-
lent attacks on for-
eign students there
by the locals.
“The locals attempt-
ed to enter the cam-
pus but were pre-
vented by police who
came in. The security
was also increased,”
an Indian student at a
university in Bishkek
told on Monday. He
said in the incident
on Sunday, to protect
the students, the
security had been
increased.
The student said
there have been inci-
dents of Pakistan stu-
dents being attacked
in the city.
Another student told
TOI that the situation
was tense but the
Indian students were
safe. A girl student,

however, expressed
concern over the sit-
uation saying that
though there was
security, it was obvi-
ous the mobs who
were still moving
around might target
anyone they saw out-
side.
In an incident on
Kyrgyz State Medical
Academy where
there are Indian stu-
dents also studying,
there have been
instances of intru-

sion. “The situation is
not under control,” a
student said.
However, the Indian
embassy in Kyrgyz
Republic said the sit-
uation in Bishkek was
normal and all Indian
students were safe
and requested the
students to follow
the guidelines pre-
scribed by the Kyrgyz
Republic. It also said
the embassy could be
contacted by the stu-
dents if they had

issues.
The Embassy has also
clarified about a fake
letter which was
being circulated as
having been written
by the Ambassador
to rectors. “No such
letter has been
issued by the
Embassy of India,”
the Embassy clari-
fied. Former minister
T Harish Rao has
urged Union minister
for external affairs S
Jaishankar and
Telangana chief min-
ister A Revanth
Reddy and the Indian
Embassy in Bishkek
to take immediate
action to ensure the
safety of Telangana
students.
“The severity of the
situation demands
robust intervention
to prevent further
harm and to reassure
the families of the
students about their
safety,”.

HYDERABAD: Making it
clear that fundamental
rights cannot be denied
even to prisoners,
Telangana high court has
directed state govt to pay
over Rs 6 lakh as compen-
sation to the widow of a
life convict murdered by a
co-prisoner in Hyderabad
jail in 2012, reported.
Justice CV Bhaskar Reddy
brushed aside the state's
argument that it was not
responsible as Karolla
Venkaiah did not die at
the hands of jail staff.
The judge stressed that
jail officials had failed in
their duty to protect his
life. "Right to life guaran-
teed by the Constitution
cannot be taken away
from a person merely
because he happened to
be a convict. Deprivation
of rights is possible only to
the extent permitted by
law," Justice Reddy said.
Fastening the vicarious lia-
bility on the authorities,
HC directed the state to
pay Rs 6.2 lakh along with
6% interest for 12 years
within three months to
Venkaiah's widow
Jayamma.

BHUBANESWAR:
Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) leader Sambit
Patra, who was in the
soup for his 'controver-
sial' remarks relating to
Lord Jagannath, cleared
the air around his state-
ment, saying that he
was apologetic for his
'slip of the tongue', and
that he would offer
penance in the name of
Lord Jagannath as an
apology.
Patra, the BJP candi-
date from Puri Lok
Sabha seat, landed in a
row in Odisha on
Monday after he told a
local news channel that
"Lord Jagannath is a
devotee (bhakt) of

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi." He
later described it as a
"slip of the tongue."
Videos
Speaking to about the
remark Monday night,

Patra said, "Today one
of my statements has
become controversial.
It was when Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's roadshow came
to an end in Puri and I

was giving out bytes to
several media chan-
nels.""I had given out
bytes to almost 15-16
channels wherein I was
repeating that Prime
Minister Modi is an
ardent devotee of
Maha Prabhu
Jagannath Ji. Even as
the Chief Minister of
Ahmedabad and even
before that, PM Modi
used to regularly visit
and offer prayers at
Lord Jagannath temple
there in Ahmedabad,"
Patra said.Adding fur-
ther, Patra said, "I was
repeating the same to
every channel when a
media person came to
me for a byte.

NEW DELHI: The India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) has
issued a severe heat-
wave red alert warning
for Punjab, Haryana,
and Chandigarh as tem-
peratures continue to
soar across Northwest
India.
IMD predicts that the
heatwave to severe
heatwave conditions
will persist over the next
five days in the region.
In a post on X, IMD stat-
ed, "Heatwave to severe
heatwave conditions
most likely to continue
over plains of
Northwest India and
Heatwave conditions
over north Madhya

Pradesh & Gujarat State
during next 5 days."
The IMD also issued a
red alert in Delhi on
Sunday, indicating that
temperatures can range
between 28 to 44

degrees Celsius.The IMD
also warned of impend-
ing heatwave to severe
heatwave conditions
over many parts of
Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi and

Rajasthan, as well as
heatwave conditions in
some places in Uttar
Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha,
Gujarat, Saurashtra, and
Kutch on May 23.
Senior IMD scientist
Naresh Kumar stated
that the current situa-
tion is expected to pre-
vail for the next week,
with temperatures to
possible 45 degrees
Celsius in the absence
of rainfall activity in
North India. He said,
"Generally, May is con-
sidered the hottest
month. If there is no
rainfall activity in North
India.

NEW DELHI: Keeping
up the attack on AAP
over the Swati
Maliwal assault case,
the BJP on Saturday
accused the Kejriwal
led party of subjecting
their own party col-
league Swati Maliwal
to "Charitra Haran"
(character assassina-
tion).
"AAP is calling their
own MP a traitor.
Earlier, "Cheer Haran'
happened, and now
they are doing
Charitra Haran", BJP
spokesperson Shehzad
Poonawala 
said.Shehzad

Poonawala also fur-
ther said, "Congress
did not even invite the
Aam Aadmi Party
President to its elec-
tion rally held in Delhi.
This suggests that the
incident involving the
assault on the Rajya
Sabha MP at the Chief
Minister's residence
has created unease
within the Congress.
However, Priyanka
Gandhi tried to hush
up the matter." Amid
the raging controver-

sy, the Delhi Police
earlier on Saturday
arrested Bibhav
Kumar, an aide of
Kejriwal. Poonawalla
taking a swipe, also
said that AAP is essen-
tially an "anti-aurat
party (anti-women
party)" and alleged
past incidents of mis-
treatment of women
involving its leaders.
AAP is now in
Maliwal's character
assassination, too, he
said. "AAP's corrup-
tion and misconduct is
followed by disinfor-
mation. It has become
the party's standard
operating procedure,"
he said, comparing
the Maliwal case with
Draupadi's disrobing

episode in the
Mahabharata. The
Delhi BJP chief also
joined the attack and
accused AAP leaders
of circulating "edited"
videos to tarnish the
image of their own
party MP Swati
Maliwal, who has
accused an aide of
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal of assaulting
her. It is regrettable
that "edited" videos
are being circulated
on social media
groups since Friday in
an attempt to
"defame" Maliwal
who is a member of
the Aam Aadmi Party,
Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva
claimed.

Delhi: Despite the
scorching glare, all of
Khalpura, a Rajput-domi-
nated village, went to the
streets  to greet Rohini
Acharya, daughter of RJD
chief and former CM Lalu
Prasad and Saran candi-
date. Many Bihar resi-
dents call her the "kidney
girl". Rohini, a political
newcomer, would likely
struggle against BJP's
Rajiv Pratap Ry, who is
seeking a third term. Six
assembly constituencies
makeup Saran. Chhapra
and Amonour have BJP
representatives, whereas
Marhaura, Garkha, Parsa,
and Sonepur have RJD.
"If you want to break the
backbone of rising infla-
tion, crave a happy and
healthy life and want a
'pucca' (concrete) home,

then vote for RJD," Rohini
told the women, cover-
ing her head with a green
scarf, before heading to
the next door Rohini's
kidney tale has resonated
in rural Bihar. She is pop-
ular in communities.
Lalu's 'laadli' who donat-

ed her kidney to her
father is admired by soci-
ety "Arvind Rai from
Chirand village stated,
"Jahan bhi jati hai log
kehte hain ki Lalu ki laadli
aayee hain" (Everywhere
she goes, she's called
'Lalu's sweetheart').

Kerala HC on Monday
upheld a trial court's
death sentence to
Muhammed Ameer-ul-
Islam, a migrant labourer
from Assam, in the brutal
rape and murder of a 30-
year-old Dalit law student
in Ernakulam's
Perumbavoor in 2016. HC
upheld the trial court's

observation that the case
fell into the category of
"rarest of rare" and
termed the crime "an
egregious violation of
human dignity and sanc-
tity of life". The bench,
which considered a death
sentence review petition,
pointed out the crime
was cold-blooded murder

without provocation. The
LLB student was found
murdered at her house in
P e r u m b a v o o r ' s
Kuruppampady on April
28, 2016. Ameer was
arrested from
Kanchipuram in Tamil
Nadu on June 16. Earlier,
Ameer was found guilty
of murder, rape.

HC: Pay Rs 6 lakh in

damages to wife of

convict killed in jail

HC upholds death for law 

student's rape and murder
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Sambit Patra apologetic for 'slip of tongue' in Puri

'Kangana go back': Congress

workers show black flag 

'Character assassination':
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AAP over Swati Maliwal

Indian students on edge as tense situa-

tion continues to prevail in Bishkek
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ground Rudy's flight

IMD issues severe heat wave

alert for Northwest India plains
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OpenAI's Sam Altman denies
launching Google search

engine rival
Delhi: OpenAI CEO Sam
Altman denied allegations  that
his AI business will develop a
Google-like search engine.
Altman said on X that OpenAI
will continue its All ambitions
to strengthen ChatGPT, it's All
chatbot. We've been working
on some new stuff we think folks would love—not
GPT-5 or a search engine! seems magical," he said.
OpenAI will webcast ChatGPT and GPT-4 updates .
OpenAI is rumored to offer a search product before
Google's 'I/O' conference next week. However, the
business has stated that it will continue updating
ChatGPT and its latest iteration, GPT-4. OpenAI's AI
chatbot is now more straightforward and less ver-
bose. Paid ChatGPT subscribers can now use GPT-4
Turbo. Until December 2018, it was trained on pub-
lic data. "When writing with ChatGPT, responses
will be more direct, less verbose and use more con-
versational language," said OpenAI.

Microsoft's cloud platform
will force Indians to adopt:

OLA CEO
Ola's founder and CEO, Bhavish Aggarwal,
announced the company's migration from Azure to
Krutrim, its private cloud platform. Aggarwal's con-
cerns about Western tech companies' cultural inte-
gration and ideological enforcement affected the
decision. Ola switched to Krutrim to support Indian
technological platforms and independence from
Western monopolies.

Delhi: Tesla and
SpaceX CEO Elon
Musk again boldly
criticized Mark
Z u c k e r b e r g - r u n
Meta. Musk has
called Meta "super
greedy" for taking
credit for marketers
who execute cam-
paigns on its plat-
form. The Musk fol-
lower posted that
numerous of his
advertisers have
found that Meta
accounts for almost
all conversions while
running advertising
on both X and Meta,
"with X reporting
almost no conver-
sions." “Interestingly,
turning off X ads sig-
nificantly reduces
total conversions,
including Meta. No
research is needed to
grasp this, the follow-
er said. The X owner
said, "We're terrible
at credit claims, and

Meta's greedy."
Another Musk fan
said, “Meta will need
to revise their attri-
bution model, reveal-
ing the truth to
advertisers who are
already noticing a
decline in results.”
“For X, refining the
attribution model to
match reality is easy.
This will boost adver-
tiser results, the X
user said. Musk and
Zuckerberg are recog-
nized rivals. Musk
just added long-form
articles, monetisation
initiatives, full-length
films, and more. The

billionaire claimed
subscribers may pub-
lish movies, TV
shows, and podcasts
and get money. Musk
just added long-form
articles, monetisation
initiatives, full-length
films, and more. The
billionaire claimed
subscribers may pub-
lish movies, TV
shows, and podcasts
and get money. Musk
announced the
change in a response
to his sister Tosca
Musk, who co-found-
ed Passionflix, saying
users can now submit
full-length movies.

Unlike the world-
wide version of the
program, the
Google Wallet ver-
sion that was intro-
duced in India is not
able to hold bank
cards or be used for
digital pay  Google
Wallet was made
available in India.
Users can safely
save IDs, movie
tickets, plane cards,
and other confiden-
tial papers on the
platform.

Google Pay's
presence in India
will remain unaf-
fected by the debut
of Google Wallet,
the company
announced at
launch.The Google
Wallet app, which
was launched in
India, is unable to
accept digital pay-
ments or hold bank

cards.Unlike the
worldwide version
of the program, the
Google Wallet ver-
sion that was intro-
duced in India is not
able to hold bank
cards or be used for
digital payments.
Conversely, among
the most widely
used UPI services in

India is 
Google Pay. Users
can transact, view
their account bal-
ance, and acquire
information about
their spending pat-
terns with it. 

Google Pay will
continue to be the
payment app for
India, and the com-

pany has verified
that Google Wallet
will work in addi-
tion to it. 

The company has
confirmed that
Google Wallet will
c o m p l e m e n t
Google Pay, which
will continue to
serve as the pay-
ment app for India.

Delhi: Apple plans to cre-
ate 25% of its iPhones in
India over the next 3-4
years by building a network
of local vendors instead of
using Chinese suppliers.
Mint was informed that the
Cupertino-based tech giant
has begun building its sup-
ply chains, while Foxconn
Technology Group and
Tata Electronics will scale
up their manufacturing
capacities to handle most
of its production. "India is
one of their key markets.
They produce 14% of their
iPhones in India for local
and export sales as of
December 2023. They
want to raise levels to 24-
25% by 2027 or 2028. "One
person, who requested
anonymity, said the con-
versations were private. In
2022, JP Morgan analysts
predicted that 25% of
Apple products would be
made outside China by
2025, up from 5%.  India
produced in iPhones in
FY24, 14% of the global
total. India makes iPhones
12, 13, 14, and 15.

The statement

indicates that

the three oil

marketing organ-

izations' com-

bined earnings

for FY 2023-24

was Rs 86,000

crore
Delhi: In 2023-24, state-
owned oil marketing
companies Indian Oil,
Bharat Petroleum, and
Hindustan Petroleum
ensured fuel availability
at affordable rates with
one of the lowest fuel

price inflation globally in
India and rewarded
shareholders' trust with
an outstanding annual
performance, according
to a Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural
Gas note. The statement

indicates that the three
oil marketing organiza-
tions' combined earn-
ings for FY 2023-24 was
Rs 86,000 crore, 25
times better than the
exceptionally challeng-
ing previous fiscal year.

HPCL posted a record
net profit of Rs 16,014
crore in 2023-24, out-
performing a loss of Rs
6,980 crore. Indian Oil
Corporation ended the
year with record refin-
ery throughput, sales
volume, and net profit.
BPCL's FY 2023-24 earn-
ings after tax was 26,673
crores, about 13 times
greater than the previ-
ous year. 

According to the state-
ment, the company's
anticipated 1.7 lakh
crore capital spend over
five years under ‘Project
Aspire’ shows its com-
mitment to long-term
shareholder value. 

Delhi: Tata Group's con-
sumer division is in talks
to buy a 51% share in
Haldiram's, India's
famed snack food com-
pany, in a deal that could
change the snack food
sector. However, sources
told Reuters that Tata is
struggling with
Haldiram's $10 billion
valuation. Haldiram's, a
popular Indian brand, is
also in talks to sell a 10%
share to private equity
groups like Bain Capital,
sources added. The
Indian company will
compete with global
giants like Pepsi and bil-
lionaire Mukesh
Ambani's Reliance Retail

in the intensely competi-
tive Indian consumer
market if the talks suc-
ceed. Sources told
Reuters that Tata
Consumer Products, the
conglomerate's branch
that owns Tetley and a
successful Starbucks
deal in India, is actively
negotiating to acquire its
targeted percentage.

Sources stated Tata indi-
cated interest in acquir-
ing more than a 51%
stake but informed
Haldiram's that the valu-
ation requirement is
high. Haldiram's con-
sumer market share is
enormous." This is not
the first time a company
has shown interest in the
family business. In 2019,

US-based Kellogg's
expressed interest in
buying Haldiram's and
expanding beyond cere-
als. Talks fell through.
Private equity fund
General Atlantic report-
edly wanted to buy a
10% share in the food
brand. A small company
founded in 1937,
Haldiram's is known for
its delicious "bhujia"
snack, sold at mom-and-
pop stores across India
for Rs 10.The corpora-
tion controls approxi-
mately 13% of India's
$6.2 billion savory snack
market, according to
E u r o m o n i t o r
International.

Delhi: With the intro-
duction of TCPay, an
intuitive digital technol-
ogy intended to
streamline and
improve the remittance
process, Thomas Cook
India has completely
transformed interna-
tional money transfers.
Sending money over-
seas has historically
required laborious pro-
cedures and irregular
business hours.
Customers may now
easily and efficiently
enjoy 24x7 remittances
with TCPay. TCPay pro-
vides a straightforward
and flawless digital
interface for all of
Thomas Cook's digital
platforms, including
the call center, portal,
and B2C app FXNOW.
Customers will have a
hassle-free experience
thanks to this. The use
of Video KYC improves
security and speeds up
transactions, making it
possible to send money
from the comfort of
your home in a conven-
ient, safe, and timely
manner. This creative
addition, which is in
keeping with Thomas
Cook's dedication to
digitization and client
convenience.

Chandigarh:  Yellow
Day was organized for
Pre Primary Classes at
Maharishi Dayanand
Public School, MDAV
Bhawan, Daria,
Chandigarh. Kids came
to school in yellow
dresses. The children

dressed in yellow were
looking very beautiful.
They had also brought
mangoes with them.
They said that mango
is the king of
fruits.They like man-
goes very much. Kids
also enjoyed mango.

The main objective of
this program was to
make children

aware about the
importance of yellow
color and mango.
Children learn quickly
through such pro-
grams. 

Delhi: Apple introduced
an artificial intelligence-
focused iPad Pro and a
bigger iPad Air to revi-
talize its tablet lineup
after two years. The
firm launched the first
redesigned iPad Pro
since 2018 at "Let
Loose" online. The new
model boasts a smaller

body, a sharper Ultra
Retina XDR screen with
OLED technology, and a
quicker M4 CPU for AI.
The new iPad Air looks
like the previous model
but has a bigger screen
and M2 CPU. Apple
claims the 13-inch iPad
Pro is the thinnest apple
device ever at 5.1 mil-

limeters. 
The larger model is a
quarter-pound lighter
than its predecessor,
while the 11-inch
weighs under one. It
breaks Apple's longest
iPad release gap since
co-founder Steve Jobs
debuted it in 2010.

Apple plans to
make 25% of its
iPhones in India

by 2028

Tata wants Haldiram's control
and $10 billion valuation

Knowing the main distinctions between
Google Pay and Google Wallet

Apple's first iPad Pro redesign since

2022 uses an AI-focused M4 processor

Public sector oil firms' 2023-24 earn-
ings rose 25-fold to Rs 86,000 crore

Yellow Day celebrated in
Maharishi Dayanand Public

Why does Musk call Meta Super

greedy' for claiming credits?

TCPay, a revolutionary approach
to international money transfers

Delhi: China overtook
the US as India's
largest trading partner
after two years,
according to Global
Trade Research
Initiative data. India's
bilateral trade with
China totaled $118.4
billion in 2024, with
imports up 3.24% to
$101.7 billion and
exports climbing 8.7%
to $16.67 billion.
India-US trade fell
somewhat. Indian
exports fell 1.32% to
$77.5 billion and
imports fell 20% to
$40.8 billion in FY24,
totaling $118.3 billion.
India relies heavily on
Chinese imports in

telecommunications,
pharmaceuticals, and
advanced technology,
therefore its econom-
ic relations with China
are closely watched.
According to GTRI,
"India purchased $4.2
billion in telecom and
smartphone parts,
44% of overall imports
in this category,
demonstrating strong
reliance on Chinese
components. China
supplied 77.7% of
India's laptop and PC
imports at $3.8 bil-
lion." India uses pro-
duction-linked incen-
tive schemes (PLI),
anti-dumping penal-
ties.

China overtakes the US as
India's largest trading part-

ner with $118.4 billion
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Woman drops MTP plan
after report says fetus fully

developed
NAGPUR: A 32-year-old woman who had
approached Nagpur bench of Bombay high court
with a plea to allow her to terminate a 22-week
pregnancy changed her mind after a medical
report revealed the fetus was fully developed and
may result in live birth, reported.
On the woman's application, HC had ordered her
medical examination to assess if MTP could be
allowed. The medical report highlighted the
increased risk of complications associated with
aborting a 22-week fetus. The petitioner's coun-
sel argued that when the woman initially sought
termination of her pregnancy, the fetus was 14-
16 weeks old, but the hospital did not entertain
her request in time. In her plea, the woman
alleged that the accused married her and estab-
lished physical relationship with her by deceit - by
hiding his first marriage - and sexually exploited
her for nearly three years. The petitioner submit-
ted that she already had a 13-month-old child
from the accused, and considering that he had
left her staring at an uncertain future, she was
not willing to bring another child into the world.

Revanna gets bail second
time

BENGALURU: A special court for elected repre-
sentatives granted bail Monday to JD (S) MLA HD
Revanna in a sexual harassment case registered
against him in Holenarasipura.Special judge J
Preet directed Revanna to furnish a bond of Rs 5
lakh and surety of one person. This is second bail
granted to Revanna.

NEW DELHI: External
affairs minister S
Jaishankar on Monday
thanked Iran's presi-
dent and foreign min-
ister, who lost their
lives in a helicopter
crash, for the
Chabahar Port agree-
ment and said India
will get the benefit
from this.Speaking on
the Chabahar Port,
Jaishankar remarked,
"We've been trying for
almost 20 years now
to have an agreement
with Iran. We could
have a short-term
agreement because
there were a lot of
problems on their
side.But in recent
months, thanks to the
two people who unfor-
tunately died yester-
day in the helicopter
crash, the president of
Iran and the foreign
minister of Iran.
Because of their inter-
est and initiative, we
were able to finalize a
long-term agreement.
This is very important
because one of the big

things in the world
connectivity corridor...
" He made these
remarks at Delhi Tamil
Education Association
school in New Delhi.
Iran's President
Ebrahim Raisi and for-
eign minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian died
in a helicopter crash,
the government con-
firmed. And seven oth-
ers were killed after
the crash in a remote,
mountainous area of
Iran's . Highlighting
the of this develop-
ment, Jaishankar
emphasised that the
Chabahar port agree-

ment transcends its
immediate role as a
port. It symbolises a
broader shift towards
enhanced connectivity
ty, with India poised at
the heart of this trans-
f o r m a t i v e
corridor."India's posi-
tion will be very much
at the centre of this
whole thing. It will
benefit us. So the
Chabahar port agree-
ment is something big-
ger than a port. It is
part of a connectivity
change that we are
looking at, and that's
why we are very keen
to go forward.

MUMBAI: Election day
was a true leveller with
Bollywood's rich and
famous shaking off
their stardom and
queueing up with
locals for a common
goal - to vote for their
future.
While many slipped in
and out quietly with an
inked finger - Shah
Rukh Khan with his
family, Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan, Tabu,
Rekha, Ranveer Singh,
Deepika Padukone,
Ranbir Kapoor, Varun
with his father David
Dhawan, Janhavi
Kapoor, Sanjay Dutt
with his sister and for-
mer MP Priya Dutt, and
Dharmendra - others
shared their commit-
ment in doing so as
responsible citizens.
Akshay Kumar, who
voted for the first time
since receiving Indian
citizenship, stressed on
his vision for a "devel-
oped and stronger"

nation. "I voted keep-
ing that in mind and
India should vote for
what they deem is
right. Voter turnout
seems good..." he said.
Aamir Khan and ex-
wife Kiran Rao voted at
a polling booth in
Bandra. "I want to
appeal to all Indians to
come out in numbers
and cast their vote and
become part of this
democracy. I appeal to
everyone not to waste
their vote," he urged.
Amitabh Bachchan and
wife Jaya cast their
votes at a polling
booth in Juhu, as did

their daughter-in-law
Aishwarya. Poet and
lyricist Gulzar, who
came with his daugh-
ter Meghna to vote,
expressed his civic
pride: "Our city is
beautiful and I voted
for our city to always
remain so."
While some actors like
R Madhavan highlight-
ed the responsibility
that comes with voting
- "If you don't, you'll
feel guilty later," he
said in a video message
- Paresh Rawal suggest-
ed disciplinary meas-
ures for those who
don't. 

NEW DELHI: In a spe-
cial praise for wife
Sunita, Delhi chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal on
Monday described her
as "Jhansi ki Rani' and
commended her for
taking charge of the
Lok Sabha election
campaign in his
absence.This was the
first time the Aam
Aadmi Party chief, who
is out on bail for elec-
tion campaigning, was
accompanied by his
wife in an election
meeting."Today I have
brought my wife also
with me. She took
charge of everything in
my absence. When I
was in jail, she used to
come to meet me. I
used to inquire about

the well-being of my
Delhiites through her
and send my messages
to you. She is like
Jhansi ki Rani," Kejriwal
said at a street corner
meeting in East Delhi's
Gandhi Nagar con-
stituency.  Repeating
Kejriwal's 'vote for AAP
to keep me out of jail',
Sunita said, "It is
because of your bless-
ings that my husband is
here with us today.
God helps those who
do the right thing. Now
if you don't want my
husband to go back to
jail, vote for AAP on
May 25."Kejriwal was
arrested by the
Directorate on March
21 in a money-launder-
ing case.

Mumbai North from where
Union minister Piyush Goyal
contested, recorded the
highest turnout at 55.2%. In
Mumbai North-East, where
BJP's Mihir Kotecha contest-
ed against NCP (SP)'s Sanjay
Dina Patil amid a Marathi-
Gujarati rift, the turnout was
53.7%.
Within assembly segments,
Mulund recorded the highest
turnout (59.6%) followed by
Borivali and Mahim (58%)
and Dahisar (57.2%).
The lowest turnout was
reported from Colaba (36%) -
the southern tip of the island
city - Mankhurd-Shivaji
Nagar (49.3%), Chandivali
(49%) and Worli (49%).
During polling, there were

several complaints in subur-
ban Mumbai about serpen-
tine queues and delays
before citizens could cast
their vote. The lack of shade,
ventilation and drinking

water at some polling booths
added to the difficulties. By
afternoon, Shiv Sena (UBT)
chief lashed out at Election
Commission, accusing it of
batting for BJP and claimed

that there were deliberate
delays at booths favourable
to its party. "PM Narendra
Modi sensed his defeat and
EC began behaving as his ser-
vant. There were long delays
especially at booths where
we get votes," he alleged. He
urged voters to return to
booths and vote. "They
should note down the names
of polling staff and inform us.
We are willing to go to
court," said Uddhav
Thackeray. Deputy chief min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis hit
back, saying Thackeray was
complaining because he
sensed he was losing. "We
were the first to complain to
EC regarding the slow pace of
voting in Mumbai. 

At 55.2%, Goyal seat Mumbai North

posts highest turnout
MUMBAI: Braving a
beating down sun in the
hope of improved gov-
ernance and develop-
ment, a procession of
business titans emerged
from their abodes to ful-
fil their democratic duty
on Monday. Among
them stood Tata Trusts
chairman Ratan Tata,
Reliance Industries
chairman Mukesh
Ambani, Aditya Birla
Group chairman Kumar
Mangalam Birla,
Mahindra Group boss
Anand Mahindra and
JSW Group chief Sajjan
Jindal, all of whom
voted at polling booths
in south Mumbai where

they live.Dressed in
casual attire, they cast
their votes and urged
electors to do the same.
Tata, 86, who of late has
restricted his outdoor
activities, stepped out of
his residence to cast his
vote at a polling booth
near Sassoon Dock.
After exercising his fran-
chise, Mahindra empha-
sised the importance of

governance and devel-
opment in a world
fraught with uncertain-
ty. "If you look at the
world around us, there
is so much uncertainty,
terrorism and war. We
are in the middle of a
stable democracy
where we get a chance
to vote peacefully and
decide what kind of a
govt we want.

BARAMULLA: The
match was underway,
yet a team of young
cricketers decided to
step off the field out
of a sense of social
responsibility and a
desire for change -
they were among
those who exercised
their franchise in the
Baramulla Lok Sabha
constituency that saw
record polling on
Monday.
The election saw sev-
eral interesting high-
lights - players stop-
ping a match midway
to vote, former hard-
line separatists and
families of active mili-
tants rooting for
democracy, and
supercentenar ians
and persons with dis-

abilities overcoming
difficulties in reaching
polling booths. A
group of local players
left their cricket
match midway and
reached a polling sta-
tion in the Siloo area
of Sopore in north
Kashmir's Baramulla
district which is part
of the Baramulla
Parliamentary con-
stituency.
Once dubbed 'chota
Pakistan', Sopore
recorded a healthy
turnout of 44 per cent
after recording single-
digit polling percent-
ages in the past cou-
ple of decades. 

"We have come to
vote. The youth, the
new generation,
wants a revolution of

sorts, we want a
change from what has
been going on," one
of the young crick-
eters said. Another
player, Muazzin
Manzoor, a first-time
voter, said a vote was
necessary for devel-
opment. "For the last
70 years, there has
not been much
improvement. So, I
voted for the first
time to bring
change," he said.
In another interesting
highlight, a groom in
the Nowshera area of
the Uri assembly seg-
ment cast his vote
before tying the knot.
An active Lashkar-e-
Taiba militant's
brother said the vote
was his right.

Families of active mili-
tants, youth root for
democracy in J&K

NEW DELHI: PM 
Narendra Modi on
Monday justified his
statement accusing
Congress of receiving
“tempo loads of black
money” from the
Ambani-Adani duo by
saying that he was vali-
dated by Congress’s
functionary in Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury who said
he would stop criticis-
ing the two industrial
houses if they gave
him money.
“My point was instant-
ly validated by none
other than Congress’s
functionary in LS Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury,
who admitted that if
Adani-Ambani sent
tempo loads of money,
he would not speak

against them,” Modi
told PTI. The PM had
created a sensation
when, addressing a
public meeting on May
8, he said Rahul
Gandhi, who consis-
tently attacked
Ambani-Adani, had
ceased speaking
against the two indus-
trialists after the duo

sent Congress tempo
loads of black money.
Congress denied the
charge and challenged
govt to send ED and I-T
department to the two
industrialists until
Chowdhury introduced
a twist by saying he
would stop speaking
against them if they
paid him.

BHUBANESHWAR: 
Three-time MLA fron 
Nimapara and former
Odisha minister Samir
Ranjan Dash quit BJD
on Sunday and joined
BJP after he was
denied a ticket for the
assembly polls in the
state, reported. Two
sitting MPs and seven
MLAs of BJD resigned

ahead of polls this time
and joined BJP.
Dash represented

Nimapara in the
assembly in 2009, 2014
and 2019. "I switched
loyalty to BJP after
being neglected by
BJD.
BJD leadership lost its
confidence in me.
After losing their trust,
it is not proper for me
to stay in the party,"
Dash said.

'Thanks to the two people
who...': Jaishankar on Chabahar

3-time BJD MLA & ex-minister

joins Odisha BJP

It's all cameras & action as stars
descend on polling booths,

queue up with commons

Tata, Birla & Ambanis lead

India Inc march to get inked

'Jhansi ki rani': Kejriwal's spe-

cial pitch for wife Sunita amid

election campaign

Adhir has validated Adani-Ambani

remark I made: PM Modi
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How Virat Kohli's advice
helped Yash Dayal dismiss

MS Dhoni
NEW DELHI: Left-arm pacer Yash Dayal held his
nerves to stop Chennai Super Kings juggernaut,
helping Royal Challengers Bengaluru snatch vic-
tory from the jaws of defeat and secure a spot in
the playoffs of IPL 2024.On Saturday, RCB defeat-
ed CSK by 27 runs in front of a roaring and jam-
packed M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru.
CSK needed 17 runs off the final over. Despite
being hit for a towering six by Dhoni on the first
ball, Dayal managed to hold his nerve and seal
the win for RCB. Jadeja and Dhoni hit nine stun-
ning boundaries between them to push CSK past
200, but once Dhoni fell to Dayal in the final over,
the match swung in RCB’s favour. After being
hammered for a maximum over long leg by
Dhoni, an angry Virat Kohli ran towards Dayal and
instructed him to bowl a slower ball to Dhoni. A
video of Virat instructing Dayal, saying "yorker
nahi, slower daal," is now going viral on social
media. 

'He could go well past his...':
Hayden makes a bold claim

regarding Virat Kohli
NEW DELHI: Former Australian opener Matthew
Hayden has made a bold claim regarding Virat
Kohli's batting prowess as the Indian Premier
League 2024 playoffs approach. Hayden believes
that the Royal Challengers Bengaluru star can
eclipse his legendary 2016 season, where he won
the Orange Cap by scoring an astonishing 973
runs in 16 games, including four centuries, and
led RCB to the final.

NEW DELHI: Legendary
Sunil Gavaskar and all-
rounder Irfan Pathan
recently came down
heavily on England
players for leaving the
IPL early this season.
With the T20 World
Cup fast approaching,
skipper Jos Buttler and
several other English
players went back
home to prepare for
ICC's cricketing extrav- aganza with a five-

game series against
Pakistan.
While Gavaskar
demanded a penalty
on the players, Pathan
asked them to either
be available for a full
season or not come at
all.Amid the debate,
former England skipper
Michael Vaughan
stepped in and defend-
ed the players, pointing
out that the country
comes first and that
players were not
wrong in leaving early.
"If you are going back
to represent your
country, which England
players have done, I

think that's fair
enough. They are play-
ing a series against
Pakistan. The England
players wouldn't have
gone back if it wasn't
for the Pakistan series,"
Vaughan said on
Cricbuzz."The series
was on the calendar.
With English cricket,
the defence of the 50-
over World Cup was a
poor one by England
here in India. So I think,
Jos and his team, 5
games against
Pakistan, they get
together. The actual
lead-up to the 50-over
World Cup wasn't per-
fect either. 

NEW DELHI: Six wins
on the trot and the
confidence gained
after eliminating
defending champions
Chennai Super Kings
makes Royal
C h a l l e n g e r s
Bengaluru a danger-
ous side in the
upcoming knockouts
and for Ambati
Rayudu they are the
clear favourites in the
Eliminator clash
against Rajasthan
Royals.
Amid a remarkable
turnaround in the
second half, RCB rose
from the bottom of
the table to qualify
for the playoffs while
Royals, after starting
the season with a
bang, have derailed in
the business end, los-
ing four matches in a
row.
Rayudu said that RCB
are looking a mature
side at the moment
and it will be a tough
ride for the Royals in
the Eliminator.

"I think RCB are clear
favourites for me,
because of the way
they are playing and
they've had a clinical
game against CSK and
for RR I don't know if
this gap in play will
help, this washout
would help them in
going into an elimina-
tor against RCB who I
feel right now are a
matured side and

every player over
there knows his role.
So I think RCB are the
ones who will eventu-
ally go into qualifiers
2," Rayudu said on
Star Sports Cricket
Live.
RCB finished fourth in
the points table while
a washout in their last
game denied the
Royals a chance to
finish in top-two.

The Eliminator
between RCB and RR
will be played at the
Narendra Modi
Stadium in
Ahmedabad on
Wednesday.
The Qualifier 1 will
take place at the
same venue on
Tuesday between
Kolkata Knight Riders
and Sunrisers
Hyderabad.

NEW DELHI: Former India
opener and current KKR
mentor Gautam Gambhir
on Monday appreciated
the high standard of crick-
et in the Indian Premier
League but said that the
tournament should not
serve as the primary route
for young players to
secure a spot in the
national team. Gambhir,
who represented India,
emphasized on the impor-
tance of maintaining a
balance between the IPL
and other domestic crick-
et competitions. The 42-
year-old argued that while
the IPL provides valuable
exposure and experience,
it should not overshadow
the significance of tradi-
tional formats and tourna-
ments in the development
of aspiring cricketers.
Speaking on Ravichandran
Ashwin's YouTube show,
'Kutti Stories with Ash',
Gambhir said, "The bigger
concern that arises is
about how many young-
sters want to play Test
cricket for India. I hope
the IPL is not a shortcut to
play for India."

NEW DELHI: Dejection
and frustration were
clearly evident on
Mahendra Singh
Dhoni's face as he
watched his team
Chennai Super Kings
get eliminated from IPL
2024 after a 27-run
defeat against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium on Saturday.
Defending champions
CSK needed to score
over 201 to qualify for
the playoffs and came
pretty close with Dhoni
and Ravindra Jadeja
launching a fierce
assault toward the end.
The five-time champi-
ons needed 17 runs off

the final over.
But RCB pacer Yash
Dayal, who had been
hit for five consecutive
sixes by KKR's Rinku
Singh in IPL 2023, man-
aged to hold his nerves

and despite being
struck for a towering
six by Dhoni on the first
ball, Dayal sealed the
thrilling win and a
place in playoffs for
RCB.

After the match, Dhoni,
who has guided CSK to
five IPL titles, was pack-
ing his kit bag when
RCB's young spinner
Mayank Dagar
approached him with a
bat, requesting an
autograph. Dhoni hap-
pily signed the bat.
oming at No.8, Dhoni
scored 25 runs off 13
balls, including three
fours and a six, before
Dayal sent him back to
the pavilion, crushing
CSK's hopes of pro-
gressing to the play-
offs.
In the IPL 2024 season,
Dhoni scored 161 runs
at a strike rate of
220.54.

NEW DELHI: Sunrisers
Hyderabad's young bat-
ting sensation Abhishek
Sharma explained the
significance of his
unique 'L' celebration, a
gesture made using his
thumb and index finger,
after securing wins and
reaching important bat-
ting milestones during
matches. In a recent
video shared on the
Indian Premier League
(IPL) official X handle,
Abhishek revealed the
celebration was initiat-
ed by him and his open-
ing partner, Travis Head.
"It is personal to us. It
stands for love, we are
spreading love," said

Abhishek.The revelation
came after a thrilling
match at the Rajiv
Gandhi International
Stadium on Sunday,
where Abhishek Sharma
and Heinrich Klaasen
led SRH to a successful
chase of 215 against
Punjab Kings with five
balls to spare. Speaking
about the significance

of his family’s presence
at the stadium,
Abhishek shared, "My
whole family, except my
father, is here. It is spe-
cial to me if they are
able to come here and
see me, and celebrate
with me in such
moments."Abhishek
Sharma made history
on Sunday by becoming

the Indian batter with
the most sixes in a sin-
gle edition of the IPL.
During the match, he
smashed 66 off just 28
balls, hitting five fours
and six sixes at an
impressive strike rate of
235.71.With this per-
formance, Abhishek has
hit 41 sixes this season,
surpassing Virat Kohli's
record of 38 sixes in the
2016 IPL for Royal
Challengers Bengaluru.
He also outperformed
his teammates Heinrich
Klaasen (33 sixes) and
Travis Head (31 sixes in
2024), as w ell as David
Warner's 31 sixes in
2016.

NEW DELHI: IPL broad-
caster Star Sports on
Monday denied airing
the audio of any per-
sonal conversation
involving Rohit
Sharma after the
Indian captain accused
the channel of breach-
ing his privacy despite
his requests to stop
recording.
A video shared by
Kolkata Knight Riders
on May 11, featuring
Rohit and KKR assis-
tant coach Abhishek
Nayar, showed Rohit
allegedly contemplat-
ing his future with the
Mumbai Indians.
This video went viral
but was later deleted
by KKR from their
social media pages.
On May 16, ahead of
MI's fixture against
Lucknow Super Giants,
Rohit was seen chat-
ting with Dhawal
Kulkarni and the
Indian skipper
requested the broad-
caster to turn off the
audio when he noticed
the cameras were
again directed towards
him.Rohit on Sunday
had accused the chan-
nel of airing a private

conversation, but Star
Sports denied the alle-
gation in a statement.
"The clip, taken during
a training session on
May 16 at Wankhede
stadium, for which
Star Sports had autho-
rised access, momen-
tarily showed the sen-
ior player in conversa-
tion with his friends on
the sidelines. No audio
from this conversation
was either recorded or
broadcast. "The clip,
which only showed
the senior player
requesting for the
audio of his conversa-
tion to not be record-
ed, got featured in Star
Sports' live coverage
of pre-match prepara-
tions and lacked edito-
rial relevance beyond

this," the channel stat-
ed. Rohit had called for
restrain while record-
ing on-field moments.
"The need to get
exclusive content and
focused only on views
and engagement will
one day break the
trust between the
fans, cricketers and
cricket. Let better
sense prevail," Rohit
said on Sunday. The
channel said it was
committed to protect-
ing players' privacy.
"Respect for players'
privacy while bringing
fans, moments of
intense action and
preparations, sits at
the core of this ethos,
which the broadcaster
remains committed
to," it stated.

NEW DELHI: Legendary
wicketkeeper-batter
and former India skipper
MS Dhoni emphasised
that a captain earns
respect by how they
"walk and talk" in
moments of defeat.
The 42-year-old Dhoni is
one of the most deco-
rated captains in cricket
history and the first to
win all ICC white-ball
trophies: the ICC T20
World Cup (2007), ICC
Cricket World Cup
(2011), and ICC
Champions Trophy
(2013).Dhoni has also
led Chennai Super Kings
to five IPL titles and two
Champions League T20
(CLT20) titles.
"You lead by example
through ups and downs
because when you are

successful it's very easy
to say this is what we do
but when times are
tough is the real-time
and you have to walk
that talk - in those
moments if you are still
the same, that time you
earn the respect," MS
Dhoni said in a video
posted by Dubai Eye
103.8 YouTube channel.
Throughout the season,
Dhoni has amassed 161
runs in 11 innings of 14
matches at a strike rate
of 220.54 and an aver-
age of 53.67. "The
important thing is that
you need to earn the
respect of the people
you are leading. You
cannot command or
demand respect, it has
to be earned. I may have
a position in the institu-

tion and it needs to be
respected. But I as an
individual, sitting on
that chair, need to earn
that respect. I can't be
saying you need to
respect me because I'm
sitting on this chair," he
added. CSK's chances of
making the playoffs
were dashed on
Saturday after their loss
to Royal Challengers
Bengaluru in the Indian
Premier League match.
During the game, Dhoni
batted for about four
overs, amassing 25 runs
at a strike rate of
192.31. After CSK
endured the heart-
breaking loss, all eyes
and cameras were
focused on Dhoni,
eagerly waiting for him
to drop a hint about.

NEW DELHI: Former
Feyenoord coach Arne
Slot was Monday con-
firmed as Jurgen Klopp's
successor at Liverpool by
the Premier League club.
The club said in a state-
ment that the
Dutchman, 45, had
"agreed a deal to
become the club's new

head coach" and would
take up the position on
June 1, subject to a work
permit. Slot has been in
harge of the Dutch team
since 2021, and won the
Eredivisie league title in
2022-23 along with the
KNVB Cup this season,
while Feyenoord also
reached the Europa

Conference League final
in his first season at the
club.
Klopp announced in
January that he would
leave Liverpool at the
end of this season and,
after much speculation,
Slot confirmed on Friday
that he would become
Liverpool manager.
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