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The Christlike Life of Lahiri Mahasaya

Excerpt from Autobiography of a Yogi by Paramahansa Yogananda - chapter 35

A significant feature of Lahiri Mahasaya’s unceasingly, that you may quickly behold tion), Karma (action), Jnana (wisdom), or in the fresh, healing waters of direct per-
life was his gift of Kriya initiation to those yourself as the Infinite Essence, free from Raja (royal or complete) Yogas, according ception. Attune yourself to the active
of every faith. Not Hindus only, but every form of misery. Cease being a pris- to each man’'s natural tendencies. The Inner Guidance; the Divine Voice has the
Moslems and Christians were among his oner of the body; using the secret key of master, who was slow to give his permis- answer to every dilemma of life. Though
foremost disciples. Monists and dualists, Kriya, learn to escape Into sion to devotees man's ingenuity for getting himself into

wishing to enter trouble appears to be endless, the
the formal path Infinite Succor is no less resourceful.”

of monkhood, The master's omnipresence was
always cau- demonstrated one day before a group of
tioned them to disciples who were listening to his expo-
first reflect well sition of the Bhagavad Gita. As he was
on the austerities explaining the meaning of Kutastha
of the monastic Chaitanya or the Christ Consciousness

those of all faiths or of no established faith, Spirit.”

were impartially received and instructed by ~ The great guru encour-

the universal guru. One of his highly aged his various students

advanced chelas was Abdul Gufoor Khan, to adhere to the good tradi-

a Mohammedan. It shows great courage on tional discipline of their own
the part of Lahiri Mahasaya that, although a faith. Stressing the all-inclu-
high-caste Brahmin, he tried his utmost to sive nature of Kriya as a
dissolve the rigid caste bigotry of his time. practical technique of libera-

Those from every walk of life found shelter tion, Lahiri Mahasaya then life. In all vibratory creation, Lahiri Mahasaya
under the master’'s omnipresent wings. dave his chelas liberty to The great guru suddenly gasped and cried out:
Like all God-inspired prophets, Lahiri €xpress their lives in confor- & taught his disci- “I am drowning in the bodies of many

ples to avoid souls off the coast of Japan!”
theoretical dis- The next morning the chelas read a
cussion of the newspaper account of the death of many
scriptures. "He people whose ship had foundered the
only Is wise who preceding day near Japan.

devotes himself The distant disciples of Lahiri
to realizing, not Mahasaya were often made aware of his
reading only, the ancient enfolding presence. “I am ever with

Mahasaya gave new hope to the outcastes mance with environment
and down-trodden of society. and up bringing."A Moslem

“Always remember that you belong to no should perform his namaj
one, and no one belongs to you. Reflect worship four times daily,” the
that some day you will suddenly have to master pointed out. "Four
leave everything in this worldso make the times daily a Hindu
acquaintanceship of God now,” the great should sit in medita-
guru told his disciples. “Prepare yourself for tion. A Christian should
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the coming astral journey of death by daily 9o down on his knees revelations,” he said. "Solve all those who practice Kriya,” hesaid con-
riding in the balloon of God-perception. four times daily, praying to your problems through meditation. solingly to chelas who could not remain
Through delusion you are perceiving your- God and then reading the Bible.” Exchange unprofitable religious specula- near him. "l will guide you to the Cosmic

self as a bundle of flesh and bones, which  With wise discernment the guru guided tions for actual God-contact. Clear your Home through your enlarging percep-
at best is a nest of troubles . Meditate his followers into the paths of Bhakti (devo- mind of dogmatic theological debris; let tions.”
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