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THE CHRISTLIKE LIFE OF LAHIRI MAHASAYA

On The Birth Anniversary of Yogavatar Lahiri Mahasaya ji (Excerpt from Autobiography of a Yogi by Paramahansa Yogananda — Chapter 35)

The eternal bond of guru and disciple that
existed between John and Jesus was pres-
ent also for Babaji and Lahiri Mahasaya.
With tender solicitude the deathless guru
swam the Lethean waters that swirled
between the last two lives of his chela, and
guided the successive steps taken by the
child and then by the man Lahiri Mahasaya.
It was not until the disciple had reached his
thirty-third year that Babaji deemed the
time to be ripe to openly reestablish the
never-severed link. Then, after their brief
meeting near Ranikhet, the selfless master
banished his dearly-beloved disciple from
the little mountain group, releasing him for
an outward world mission. "My son, | shall
come whenever you need me.” What mor-
tal lover can bestow that infinite promise?

Unknown to society in general, a great
spiritual renaissance began to flow from a
remote corner of Benares. Just as the fra-
grance of flowers cannot be suppressed,
so Lahiri Mahasaya, quietly living as an
iIdeal householder, could not hide his innate
glory. Slowly, from every part of India, the
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Parlor in Benares home of Lahiri Mahasaya, Param-paramguru of all SRF-

YSS Kriva Yogus. || ve the great guru sat in silence most of the time,
locked in the tranquil lotus posture. .. No visitors d ‘parted without uplift-

ent of spirit; all knew the 'hIltlI cived the silent blessing of a true man

of God.” lllrL|hlLlllt 1957 /

devotee-bees sought the divine nectar of
the liberated master...

Day after day, one or two devotees
besought the sublime guru for Kriya initia-
tion. In addition to these spiritual duties,
and to those of his business and family life,
the great master took an enthusiastic inter-
est In education. He organized many study
groups, and played an active part in the
growth of a large high school in the

Bengalitola section of Benares. His regular
discourses on the scriptures came to be
called his “Gita Assembly,” eagerly attend-
ed by many truth-seekers.By these mani-
fold activities, Lahiri Mahasaya sought to
answer the common challenge: “After per-
forming one’'s business and social duties,
where Is the time for devotional medita-
tion”?” The harmoniously balanced life of
the great householder-guru became the
silent inspiration of thousands of question-
INng hearts. Earning only a modest salary,
thrifty, unostentatious, accessible to all, the
master carried on naturally and happily In
the path of worldly life.

Though ensconced in the seat of the
Supreme One, Lahiri Mahasaya showed
reverence to all men, irrespective of their
differing merits. When his devotees saluted
him, he bowed In turn to them. With a child-
like humility, the master often touched the
feet of others, but seldom allowed them to
pay him similar honor, even though such
obeisance toward the guru Is an ancient
Oriental custom.
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